
 

 
 

THE LINEN CLOSET 
 

“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it….” 
   I Corinthians 12:26 

 

Domestic Violence has been a long-standing and huge issue in our county and communities.  
Because domestic violence spares no one and every battered person deserves better in 2007 
our church started a mission outreach program called The Linen Closet.  The Linen Closet is open 
to all victims of domestic violence and their families living in Wood County.  The Linen Closet 
provides bedding, bath and kitchen supplies to those people in need.  Our congregation began 
collecting these items and stored them a corner of the church.  That corner cupboard soon 
became cramped and overloaded with all the generous donations from our congregation.  Last 
year, Clayton Mears, a Boy Scout, approached me with an idea for his Eagle Scout service 
project.  He wanted to expand the Linen Closet.  To me, it was an answer to a prayer.  So last 
summer, Clayton and his crew (including Dave Turk) transformed one of the classrooms on the 
second floor in a beautiful room that is organized and functional with plenty of room for 
storage.  There is place to sit and talk with people and an area for kids to play while their parent 
gets the items they need.  It is truly a blessing to have such an outreach program in our church.  
We have opened The Linen Closet to anyone who is a victim of domestic violence, fire, or other 
unfortunate circumstance.   

Since The Linen Closet began, we have served approximately 8-9 women, all victimes of 
domestic violence.  Each woman shared their story with me, all were overwhelmed with what 
we had to offer.  What amazed me was they only took what they needed; they knew there 
would be others to follow.  In retrospect, I believe we helped change their lives in some small 
way.  To watch them fill their car  with dishes to cook their first meal and blankets and sheets so 
their kids could sleep in a real bed was God at work.  It was God blessing them as they started 
on a new path and God blessing us as we helped them along their way. 

I, personally, cannot thank everyone enough for your generousity.    May God continue to bless 
us as we serve Him through this program and and bless those people we serve.  Listed below are 
items needed. 

 

 



Marti Zeek 
linencloset@pembervillepresbyterian.org 

 
 

BEDDING 
Blankets for double beds, twin bed and baby cribs 

New sheet sets for double beds, twin bed and baby cribs 
Pillows and pillowcases, plastic hangers 

 
BATH 

Towels, washcloths  Toilet paper 
Shampoo, conditioner  Hairdryer 
Toothpaste, toothbrushes  Bath soap 

Shower curtain & hooks  Cleaning supplies 
 

KITCHEN 
Set of Dishes (enough for 6) Silverware 

Glasses plastic   Kitchen towels 
Hot pads    Pots and pans 
Paper towels, dish drops, etc. Kitchen utensils 
Cleaning supplies   Hand can opener 

Casserole dishes   Plastic mixing bowls 
Measuring spoons & cups  Toasters 

Brooms, Swiffers   Small mixers 
 

"Unless someone like you cares a whole lot, nothing is going to get better. It's not." 
From The Lorax by Dr. Seuss 
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