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We are a people who ask for advice, if 
we are wise.  There are whole 
industries that have grown up around 
asking advice.  We talk to lawyers for 
legal advice, financial planners for 
advice about money; we talk to 
parents for advice about life, and to 
counselors for advice about life when 
our parent’s advice isn’t to our liking.  
Sometimes we even ask God for 
advice.  In fact, when you think about 
it, there are whole industries devoted 
to filling up what we lack.  For 
example, banks make loans when we 
don’t have enough money, 
construction companies for when we 
lack expertise or time (or both) to 
remodel our homes, and so on.  What 
the old poet said is true, “No man is 
an island unto himself…” We are 
needy people by nature, and our 
reach mainly exceeds our grasp.  And 
generally, we don’t seem to mind 
admitting this.   

I once received a note from our 
insurance agents that made me think 
of this on a whole different level.  The 
letter referenced the story in 2 Kings 
4, where an impoverished widow 
comes to Elisha on behalf of her and 
her two sons.  The creditors are about 
to come and take her two sons as his 
slaves to pay off her debts. They have 
nothing.  Elisha tells her to see what 
she has, which is a jar of oil.  Elisha 
tells her to borrow as many vessels as 
she can find from her neighbors.  She 
does, and then begins to pour oil from 
her single jar.  But the jar never 
empties, it just keeps pouring, until all 
of the borrowed vessels are full.  This 
is enough to pay the creditors, and 
give her plenty to live on.  Then, our 
insurance agents (yes, insurance 
agents!) say this,  “This is a wonderful 
reminder that God creates out of 
nothing.  We look at our needs… and 
in our humanness we can’t imagine 
those needs being precisely met 
without costing us more. But God’s 

provision is never at our expense, and 
does not depend on our efforts.  When 
He supplies, there is always more 
than before, and goes far and above 
what we could have imagined.  Ask 
yourselves this question, as we are 
asking ourselves, “’Do I really want to 
respond just out of my own strength 
and resources, or out of God’s?” 

Amazing! First of all because I’ve 
never before received a letter like this 
from any insurance agent, ever.  
Secondly, because it is a timely 
reminder, as we head into the fall and 
all our ventures, new and old, that we 
must rely on, and trust in God for all 
we need.   If we can’t do all we need 

A Message from Pastor Miller  

http://www.pembervillepresbyterian.org/


TIE BINDER PEMBERVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  2 

 

 

to do without extra help, how can we 
possibly do all God requires and not 
need His help?  The things God wants 
us to do are far beyond our ability, 
without His help.  As we think about 
asking friends to church, teaching 
Sunday School, serving in the 
nursery, going to a bible study, 
helping out with ASYC dinners, as we 
think about loving others as we love 
ourselves; in short, in all we are called 
to do as God’s people, let us 
remember that we can’t do any of it 
without His help. But with God, all 
things are possible.  Let that be the 
focus of our faith as we head into fall. 

 

 

Sept. 2 – First ASYC of the year.  
ASYC is once a month this year! 

Sept. 6 – Elder Scott Muir preaches. 

Sept. 9 – Session 

Sept. 12 – Stephen Ministry 

Sept. 13 – Outdoor service at the 
Depot at 10:30. Bring a friend and a 
lawn chair. 

Sept. 20 – First coffee hour of the fall 

 

 

ASYC News 

The ASYC will meet monthly this year, 
on the First Wednesday.  If you’d like 
to help with two dinners, please talk to 
any of the ASYC leaders (Jim Miller, 
Shelley Bowlus, Sheila Swartz, or 
Rose Jones).  Thanks so much! 

 

 

 

 
The food pantry of Pemberville will be the 
pantry receiving the “Simply Give” at 
Meijers July 19 thru September 12. Cards 
can be picked up at the Lutheran Church 
between 10am and 2pm Monday thru 
Thursday or speak with Dave Wengert. 
You don't have to have a card to 
participate, but it makes it easier. 
 

Rerun of some fun 

Once I saw this guy on a bridge about to 
jump off. I said, "Don't do it!" He said, 
"Nobody loves me." I said, "God loves 
you. Do you believe in God?" 
He said, "Yes."  I said, "Are you a 
Christian or a Jew?"   He said, "A 
Christian."   I said, "Me, too! Protestant or 
Catholic?"   He said, "Protestant."   I said, 
"Me, too! What franchise?"   He said, 
"Baptist."   I said, "Me, too! Northern 
Baptist or Southern Baptist?"   He said, 
"Northern Baptist."   I said, "Me, too! 
Northern Conservative Baptist or 
Northern Liberal Baptist?" 
He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist."   
I said, "Me, too! Northern Conservative 
Baptist Great Lakes Region, or Northern 
Conservative Baptist Eastern Region?"   
He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist 
Great Lakes Region."  

I said, "Die, heretic!" and pushed him off. 

We smile, but I think it hits too close to 
home for the Lord of the church. 

 

Sunday School News 
 

Sunday School resumes September 20th 
for adults and children. Watch for further 
details. 

Any questions see or call Shelley.  

Priceless Pancakes 
Volunteers and pancake eaters 
are always needed.  Please 
contact Larry Tussing at (419) 
287-4991 for more information.  
We hope to see you there!   
 

English as a Second 
Language (ESL) meets at the 
Church every Wednesday at 
7pm 

After School Youth Group  
First and third Wednesday of 
each month.  If interested in 
helping, please contact Jim 
Miller. 
 
The Linen Closet 
Please contact Marti Zeek if you 
are interested in providing 
supplies for this mission. 
 
Flowers for Worship 
If you would like to provide 
flowers for Sunday worship, 
please contact Rosemary Vestal 
at (419) 354-2118. 
 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry  
Please don’t forget to pick up a 
few items for the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Please 
take items either to Pemberville 
Presbyterian or directly to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church to 
the mission room right inside the 
east door, opposite the 
fellowship room.  Thank you for 
all of your donations to the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Every 
donation helps! 
 
 
 
Happy is the generous man, the 
one who feeds the poor.                                     
                        ~Proverbs 22 v 9 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SERVICE 
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A STEWARSHIP 

MOMENT….. 
 

We spend much of our time 

talking about having a vision for 

our church and doing planning 

for the future.  It takes time and 

the work isn't done once the plan 

is created, in fact that is usually 

when the real work begins.  God 

had a strategic plan - and we are 

it!    

  

God has shared his vision and 

then he put us on earth to be the 

stewards of the earth and to care 

for it and each other.  Our vision 

for our congregation is 

important for it unites those 

members who are already 

involved and may attract others 

individuals who will join with 

you in the work of God on this 

earth through our community of 

faith.  Having a vision and a 

plan for our congregation within 

God's larger plan sounds a bit 

more enticing and interesting, 

doesn't it!   

 

Pray and listen to God for He 

has wonderful plans for you and 

for our church.   

 

Proverbs 8:32-34 "Now 

therefore, O sons, listen to me, 

For blessed are they who keep 

my ways. Heed instruction and 

be wise, And do not neglect it. 

Blessed is the man who listens 

to me - watching daily at my 

gates, waiting at my doorposts”. 

 

 
 

SCHEDULE 
 

 
OCTOBER 
4 - Carol Kurfis  
Chris & Jim Gibson 
 
11 - Marcina Bockbrader   
Shelly & Tom Bowlus 
 
18 - Linda & Ron Curtis 
Roberta & Tom Reiter 
 
25 - Jenny & Kent Appelhans     
Rosemary & Jim Vestal 
 
If you are unable to serve on your date, 
please trade with someone close to that 
date and notify Rosemary Vestal.  Thank 
You! 
.   

 

 

Quotable 

Therefore, if someone seeks 
resources to succor him in his need, 
he must go outside himself and get 
them elsewhere.  After we have been 
instructed by faith to recognize that 
whatever we need and whatever we 
lack is in God and in our Lord Jesus, it 
remains for us to seek in Him, and in 
prayers to ask of Him, what we have 
learned to be in Him… It is therefore 
by the benefit of prayer that we reach 
those riches that are laid up for us 
with the Heavenly Father. 

    ~John Calvin  

 
 
 

 

Opportunities for 

Growth 
 

Let the word of Christ richly  
dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.                                              
                  ~Colossians 3:16 

 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday’s 
at the Church at 7pm 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 
each month at the Church 
11:30 am 

Mary Circle at the home of 
Marcena Brockbrader’s the 3rd 
Thursday of each month 

Music practice every Saturday 
at 11:30am.  Anyone who can 
play a musical instrument or 
wishes to sing on stage during 
service is welcome.  

Stephen’s Ministry meets  
Saturday, September 19th at  
9 am.  
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◄ August ~ September 2015 ~ October ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
 

2  
ASYC 

 

ESL @ 7pm 

3  
Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

4  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastwood vs Clyde 

(Home) 

5  
Women’s Bible 

Study @ Church 

10am 

6  
Nursery:  

Pam Miller 

7  

 

8  
 

9  
ESL @ 7pm 

 

Session @ 7pm 

10  
Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

11  
 

 

 

 

 

Eastwood vs Oak 

Harbor (Home) 

12  
Stephen’s Ministry 

9am 

13  
Church at the 
Depot! 
Hosted by Fahle’s   
and Sigler’s 
 

 Nursery:   

 Kim Tussing 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
ESL @ 7pm 

17  
Mary Circle @ 

1:30pm 

 

Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

18  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastwood at Fostoria 

19  
Women’s Bible 

Study @ Church 

10am 

20  
Sunday School 

Resumes 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Don & Marti Zeek 

Marilyn Bowlus 

 

Nursery: 

Mallory Swartz 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
ESL @ 7pm 

24  
Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

25  
 

 

 

 

 

Eastwood at Otsego 

26  
 

Priceless 

Pancakes 

27  
Coffee Hour: 

Tom & Sheila 

Swartz 

Marcy & Dana 

Schmeltz 

 

Nursery: 

Julie Gedert 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
ESL @ 7pm 

Notes: 

 
 

http://www.wincalendar.com/August-Calendar/August-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/October-Calendar/October-2015-Calendar.html

