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There is a humorous commercial for 
Mio, a drink additive.  When one 
squirts Mio into a glass of water, “it 
changes everything”.  As the scene 
shifts between two actors, they 
change into progressively wilder 
outfits and make up.  The interesting 
thing is that even the people in the 
back- ground change.  Who cares, 
right?  But it got me thinking about 
other events or actions that are said to 
“change everything”.  For example, 
when a couple gets married, their lives 
are said to change forever.  It is also 
said to these same married couples 
that having children “changes 
everything”.  The invention of 
computers was said to change 
everything, the invention of the phone 
was also said to change everything.  
The “taming” of fire by early humans 
certainly changed everything.  Like 
lots of phrases, “changing everything” 
can become nothing more than 
hyperbolic rhetoric.   

There is an event however that did in 
fact change everything, and I bet you 
know what I’m going to mention.  I’m 
talking of course about the 
resurrection of Jesus.  In one sense, it 
is ironic to say that the resurrection 
changed everything, because so little 
appeared to change at the time.  
Certainly the Mayas in Central 
America hadn’t a clue.  And yet events 
were set in motion by the resurrection 
that changed the course of world 
history, and eventually reached those 
Mayas, and beyond.  Why does the 
resurrection change everything?  
Because it proclaims that death is not 
the end.  The powerful fear of death 
was defeated at the death of Christ, 
and made people who believe it willing 
and able to face death with equanimity 
and peace.   

Please note that the fear of death is 
defeated for those who believe it.  In 
Romans 10:9-10 it says “if you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is 

Lord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved”.  One of the main parts 
of this salvation is the deliverance 
from the fear of death.  The key of 
course is to believe it.  There is no 
true Christian faith or life without this 
rock-bottom foundation – belief in 
Jesus as Risen Lord.   

It is a good exercise for meditation to 
think about the resurrection, “this 
really happened”.  To think about the 
resurrection that, “if I had been there, 
I’d have seen what the Gospels 
portray”.  But of course we must not 
stop there, with the bare historical 
facts.  Listen to how C.S. Lewis tells it: 
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“The New Testament writers speak as 
if Christ’s achievement in rising from 
the dead was the first event of its kind 
in the whole history of the universe.  
Jesus is the “first fruits”, He is the 
“pioneer of Life”.  He has forced open 
a door which has been locked since 
the death of the first man.  He has 
met, fought, and beaten the King of 
Death.  Everything is different 
because He has done so.  This is the 
beginning of the New Creation: a new 
chapter in cosmic history has 
opened”.  Indeed!  So, how would you 
live if you really believed that?  Can 
you imagine what you would do?  
Then go, do it. 

 

 

 

April 25 – Pancakes 2nd birthday!  
                Celebrate Dale Fahle, Higher   
                Grounds, 4-8 
 
April 29 – ASYC planning meeting at                      
                Bethlehem at 6pm 
 
May 2 – Stephens Ministry training 9-11 

May 3 – Communion Sunday 

May 6 – Pastor Miller leads worship at                          
             OPV 
 
May 9 – swim team and swim lesson and  
              pool sign ups at Town Hall 9-12 
 
May 16 – Stephen Ministry training 9-11 

May 24 – Pastor Miller leads worship at  
                OPV 
 
May 25 – Memorial Day  

June 2 – Swim team begins 

Quotable 

If we really believe what we say we 
believe – if we think that home is 
elsewhere and that this life is a wandering 
to find home, why should we not look 
forward to the arrival?  There are, aren’t 
there, only three things we can do about 
death: to desire it, to fear it, or to ignore it.  
The third alternative, which is what the 
modern world calls “healthy” is surely the 
most uneasy and precarious of all.    

   ~C.S. Lewis  

 

The Ellsworth family very much 
appreciates all of the cards, memorial 
gifts, flowers, and words of 
encouragement we received from our 
Pemberville church family at the time of 
Pam’s mother’s illness and death. A 
couple of brave friends even drove all the 
way to Columbus in the pouring rain to be 
with us at the service. Thank you for all of 
the expressions of comfort and support 
and love. Pam’s mom always enjoyed her 
visits to Pemberville and we enjoyed 
sharing her with all of you. We are 
comforted by the faith that sustained her 
and which we celebrate on Easter, the 
day she went to be with the Lord.   

Praise God!  Pam, Jim, and Nate 

 

Celebrating 
Graduates  

Each year we celebrate preschool, 
kindergarten, high school, college, any 
and all graduates.  If you have someone 
graduating in your family, please send a 
picture, or two, along with a paragraph 
about future plans, etc. for next month’s 
Tie Binder.  Please email this information 
to ltussing@woh.rr.com by May 22nd.   
Thank you! 

 

Priceless Pancakes 
Volunteers and pancake eaters 
are always needed.  Please 
contact Larry Tussing at (419) 
287-4991 for more information.  
We hope to see you there!   
 

English as a Second 
Language (ESL) meets at the 
Church every Wednesday at 
7pm 

After School Youth Group  
First and third Wednesday of 
each month.  If interested in 
helping, please contact Jim 
Miller. 
 
The Linen Closet 
Please contact Marti Zeek if you 
are interested in providing 
supplies for this mission. 
 
Flowers for Worship 
If you would like to provide 
flowers for Sunday worship, 
please contact Rosemary Vestal 
at (419) 354-2118. 
 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry  
Please don’t forget to pick up a 
few items for the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Please 
take items either to Pemberville 
Presbyterian or directly to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church to 
the mission room right inside the 
east door, opposite the 
fellowship room.  Thank you for 
all of your donations to the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Every 
donation helps! 
 
 
 
Happy is the generous man, the 
one who feeds the poor.                                     
                        ~Proverbs 22 v 9 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SERVICE 
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STEWARDSHIP – 
Isn’t It Funny 

Funny how a $20.00 bill looks so big 
when you take it to church, but so small 
when you take it to the mall. 

Funny how big an hour serving God 
looks and how small 60 minutes are 
when spent watching television, playing 
sports, sleeping or taking a lunch break. 

Funny how long a couple of hours spent 
at church are but how short they are 
when watching a good movie. 

Funny how we get thrilled when a 
football game goes into overtime, but 
we complain when a sermon is longer 
than the regular time. 

Funny how lengthy it is to read a 
chapter in the Bible and how easy it is to 
read 200-300 pages of a best-selling 
novel. 

Funny how we believe what 
newspapers say,but question what the 
Bible says. 

Funny how people scramble to get a 
front seat at a concert, but scramble to 
get a back seat at the church service. 

Funny how we cannot fit a church 
meeting into our schedule but we can 
schedule for other events at a moment’s 
notice.  

Funny how we look forward to that big 
date on Friday night, but complain about 
getting up for church on Sunday 
morning. 

Funny how we are rarely late to work, but 
always late to church. 

Funny how we call God our Father and 
Jesus our brother, but find it hard to 
introduce them to our family. 

Funny how small our sins seem, but 
how big their sins are. 

Funny how we demand justice for 
others, but expect mercy from God. 

Funny how we can’t think of anything to 
say when we pray, but don’t have any 

difficulty thinking of things to talk about to 
a friend. 

Funny how we are so quick to take 
directions from a total stranger when we 
are lost, but are hesitant to take God’s 
direction for our lives. 

Funny how people want God to answer 
their prayers, but refuse to listen to His 
counsel. 

Funny how we sing about heaven, but 
live only for today. 

Funny how people think they are going to 
Heaven but don’t think there is a Hell. 

Funny how it is okay to blame God for evil 
and suffering in the world, but it is not 
necessary to thank Him for what is good 
and pleasant. 

Funny how when something goes wrong, 
we cry, “Lord, why me?” but when 
something goes right, we think, “Hey, it 
must be me!” 

Or wait…maybe all this isn’t so “funny” 
after all. 

     –Contributed by L. M .Myers 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities for 

Growth 
 

Let the word of Christ richly  
dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.                                              
                  ~Colossians 3:16 

 

Bible Study at the home of      
Barb Forbes Tuesday’s at 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday’s 
at the Church at 7pm 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 
each month at the Church 
11:30 am 

Mary Circle at the home of 
Marcena Brockbrader’s the 3rd 
Thursday of each month 

Music practice every Saturday 
at 11:30am.  Anyone who can 
play a musical instrument or 
wishes to sing on stage during 
service is welcome.  

Stephen’s Ministry meets the 
first and third Saturday 
monthly at 9 am.  
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The American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life 

Of 
Southern Wood County 

 
Saturday, May 16, 2015 – 12 noon 

until 
6:00 am Sunday, May 17, 2015 

 
Bowling Green High School 

Bowling Green Ohio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This year Otterbein Portage Valley will 
be participating in the Relay for Life of 
Southern Wood County on Saturday, 
May 16, 2015, at Bowling Green High 
School.  Otterbein Portage Valley will 
not be hosting a Mini-Relay for Life 
this year.  We hope that you will come 
out and support the Otterbein Portage 
Valley Otters of Hope on May 16.  This 
year’s theme is Super Heroes so be a 
hero in your own right and support our 
team by volunteering to be a team 
member, a monetary supporter, or 
come and cheer on the team. 
 
As Otterbein Portage Valley has done 
in the past, they will be selling 
luminaries to be displayed at the 
Bowling Green event.  Once again you 
may purchase a luminary for $5.00 in 
honor of a loved one who has fought 
the disease and survived, in honor of a 
caregiver who has been there in 
support of a loved one or friend during  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
their fight, and to honor those who 
fought the fight but were unable to 
beat this deadly disease.  Luminaries 
purchased at the Relay on May 16 will 
be $10.00 each. 
 
Please complete the form with the 
information requested along with a 
check made out to the American 
Cancer Society and we’ll make sure 
your luminary will be displayed the 
night of May 16. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

n 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luminaria Order Form 

 
Your Name______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City____________________________  State__________  Zip_____________  Phone_________________ 
 
 
Given in Honor of (please print name)_______________________________________________________ 
 
Given in Honor of (please print name)_______________________________________________________ 
 
Given in Honor of (please print name)_______________________________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to the American Cancer Society. 
 
Please complete the form and return, along with a check for $5.00 per luminary payable to the American Cancer 
Society, to Barb Forbes, 806 Rose Court, Pemberville, OH  43450.  Thank you. 
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◄ April ~ May 2015 ~ June ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  

 

2  
Stephen’s Ministry 9am 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 am 

 

Music 11:30 am 

 

3 Communion 
Coffee Hour: 

Jane Garling 

Julie Gedert 

 

4  

 

5  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

6  
Pastor Miller leads 

worship at OPV 

7  
Men’s Bible Study at 

Church 7pm 

8  

 

9  
 

Swim Team/Lesson 

Sign-Up  9-12 – Town 

Hall 

 

Music 11:30 am 

 

10 Mother's Day 
Coffee Hour: 

The Decons 

11  

 

12  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

13  

 

14  
Men’s Bible Study at 

Church 7pm 

15  

 

16 Armed Forces Day 
Stephen’s Ministry 9am 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 am 

 

Music 11:30 am 

 

Relay for Life – Bowling 

Green 12 noon to 

Sunday 6am 

 

17  
Coffee Hour: 

Annette Rideout 
Chriss and Jim Gibson 
 

18  

 

19  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

20  

 

21  
Mary Circle 

 

Men’s Bible Study at 

Church 7pm 

22  

 

23  
 

Music 11:30 am 

 

24  
Coffee Hour: 

Carol Kurfis 
Margaret and Ed Venis 
 

Pastor Miller leads 

worship at OPV 

25 Memorial Day 

 

26  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

27  

 

28  
Men’s Bible Study at 

Church 7pm 

29  

 

30  
 

Music 11:30 am 

Priceless Pancakes 

31  
Coffee Hour: 

Scott Muir 
Karen and Dale Fahle 
 

Eastwood Graduation 

 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/April-Calendar/April-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/June-Calendar/June-2015-Calendar.html

