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Our annual church officer retreat is 
coming up this month, on March 14.  All 
of the church elders, deacons, trustees, 
and their spouses are invited to come 
away together, and spend the day doing 
what the Henri Nouwen quote below 
suggests. I usually hand out this quote, 
which many of you have no doubt seen 
before.  I want to include it here, however, 
because I believe what it says: 

 “It is a sad development when 
retreats, days of recollection, or hours of 
meditation are simply left up to the 
initiative of the individual.  It is a sign of 
real maturity when the members of a 
community have a genuine desire to enter 
into solitude together and share regularly 
with each other the fruit of their prayers, 
meditations, and studies.  Being alone 
with God for yourself is a very different 
experience from being alone with God as 
part of your life together. 

 I am deeply convinced that great 
renewal will develop wherever 
communities enter regularly into solitude 
to discover where God is calling them.  
No important decision, no important  

change of direction should ever be made 
without long periods of silent listening….. 

 When we speak of our age as a 
secular age, we must first of all be willing 
to become aware of how deeply this 
secularism has entered into our own 
hearts… In many of our religious 
communities, God has become little more 
than the silver frame for our own pictures.  
Beautiful liturgies, insightful conferences 
and occasional retreats are considered 
very inspiring…  But somewhere, often 
deep down, we know that without them 
things would hardly be different.  It is 
therefore, not surprising that many people 
have left religious life rather easily”. 

We are all complicit in the way 
things are!  Church has, for many people, 
become nothing more than an 
“association for moral advancement”, an 
organization that makes people fit for 
society.  This idea is lamentable!  The 
main thing about the Christian faith is the 
Gospel, in which we are reconciled to 
God through Jesus Christ’s work on the 
cross.  The goal of the Christian faith in a 
human life is union with Christ.  Of course 
that union makes us better people, but 

being better people is not the main thing!  
Union with Christ is. 

The way for things to get better 
is just what the above quote suggests: 
having regular times of retreat, scripture 
meditation, and sharing together what we 
learn about ourselves, and about God.  
These times of bible study and prayer are 
NOT for whipping up support for the latest 
cause, or our favorite political axe to 
grind.  The life of God in the soul of 
human beings is our goal.  Or, as our own 
Westminster Confession puts it, “The 
chief end of {man} is to glorify God and 
enjoy Him forever”.  

 
 

A Message from Pastor Miller  

http://www.pembervillepresbyterian.org/
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March 1 – Worship & Lord’s Supper 

March 4 – ASYC, Community Lenten 
Service @ OPV & Bethlehem 7pm 

March 7 – Stephen Ministry training  
9-11:30 
 
March 8 – Worship & Lord’s Supper; 
Daylight Savings Time begins 

March 11 – Pastor Miller preaches, 
Presbys host OPV Lenten Service 

March 18 – ASYC, Community Lenten 
Service 

March 21 – Stephen Ministry training 9-
11:30 

March 25 – Community Lenten Service  

March 28 – Priceless Pancakes 

March 29 – Palm Sunday; Holy Week 
begins 

April 5 – we host the Sunrise Service & 
breakfast with the Methodist Church. 
Serviced at 7:30am, breakfast follows at 
8:30.  No adult Sunday school.  Easter 
worship at 10:30am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.Coffee Hour 

March 1-Bruce/Laura King 
Christian/Kristal King 
 
March 8-Tom/Roberta Reiter 
Tom/Rita Sigler 
 
March 15-Larry/Jean Reinhart 
The Eaton’s 
 
March 22-Marcy/Dana Schmeltz 
Don/Marti Zeek 
 
March 29-Jim/Rose Jones 
Alan/Betsy Trout 
 
April 5-Easter Sunday 
No Coffee Hour 
 
April 12-Larry/Kim Tussing 
Julie/Kelley Turk 
 
April 19-Peg Jackson 
Tom/Diane Davidson 
 
May 3 –Annette Rideout 
Chriss and Jim Gibson 
 

May 10-Mother's Day – Deacons 

 

May 17- Jane Garling 

Julie Gedert 

 
May 24-Carol Kurfis 
Margaret and Ed Venis 
 
May 31-Scott Muir 
Karen and Dale Fahle 
 
June 21-Father's Day – Deacons 
 
 

 
 

 

Priceless Pancakes 
Volunteers and pancake eaters 
are always needed.  Please 
contact Larry Tussing at (419) 
287-4991 for more information.  
We hope to see you there!   
 

English as a Second 
Language (ESL) meets at the 
Church every Wednesday at 
7pm 

After School Youth Group  
First and third Wednesday of 
each month.  If interested in 
helping, please contact Jim 
Miller. 
 
The Linen Closet 
Please contact Marti Zeek if you 
are interested in providing 
supplies for this mission. 
 
Flowers for Worship 
If you would like to provide 
flowers for Sunday worship, 
please contact Rosemary Vestal 
at (419) 354-2118. 
 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry  
Please don’t forget to pick up a 
few items for the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Please 
take items either to Pemberville 
Presbyterian or directly to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church to 
the mission room right inside the 
east door, opposite the 
fellowship room.  Thank you for 
all of your donations to the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Every 
donation helps! 
 
 
 
Happy is the generous man, the 
one who feeds the poor.                                     
                        ~Proverbs 22 v 9 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SERVICE 
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Donations from the church (Deacons) 
are made to various groups over the 
holidays and throughout the year.  As a 
result, a letter was received from the 
Cocoon Shelter.  The Cocoon Shelter is 
located in Bowling Green and provides 
safety, healing and justice for battered 
women and their children.  Working for 
the Bowling Green School system has 
allowed me to meet some of the children 
and mothers from these families.  There 
is an enormous amount of help and 
healing that is needed by these families.  
Following is the body of a thank you 
letter received from the Cocoon Shelter 
regarding the church’s donation. 
 
On behalf of the Cocoon Shelter staff, 
thank you for your generosity last year.  
Our Advocacy Team receives an 
average of 30 calls from victims of 
domestic violence in our community per 
day.  Because of your support, we were 
able to respond to 7,225 requests for 
services in 2014 – a 47.5% increase 
from the previous year. 
 
For nearly 10 years, the Cocoon Shelter 
has been here for victims of domestic 
violence and their children.  We have 
always adapted to meet our 
community’s needs.  We are now in the 
process of relocating in order to continue 
to meet the increasing demand for 
services.  This would not be possible 
without the support of donors like you. 
 
Your contributions allow us to fulfill our 
vision – to be a trusted partner, 
community leader and transforming 
voice in Wood County and surrounding 
areas, committed to ending domestic 
violence and empowering those affected 
by it. Thank you for helping us to offer 
safety and hope to survivors of abuse. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

In honor of 
 

Jim & Marilyn Dewyre's 
60th Wedding 
Anniversary 

an 
Open House 

hosted by their family 
will be held on  

March 8th  
from 

2 to 5pm 
at 

Higher Grounds 
222 E. Front Street 

Pemberville 
 

March 5, 2015 (actual 
anniversary) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opportunities for 

Growth 
 

Let the word of Christ richly  
dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.                                              
                  ~Colossians 3:16 

 

Bible Study at the home of      
Barb Forbes Tuesday’s at 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday’s 
at the Church at 7pm 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 
each month at the Church 
11:30 am 

Mary Circle at the home of 
Marcena Brockbrader’s the 3rd 
Thursday of each month 

Music practice every Saturday 
at 11am.  Anyone who can 
play a musical instrument or 
wishes to sing on stage during 
service is welcome.  

Stephen’s Ministry meets the 
first and third Saturday 
monthly at 9 am.  
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When we say “stewardship," do 
you hear "we need your money"? 
 
It's hard to believe that we are already 
approaching three months into 2015! 
 
For many, this is the time of year when 
we begin re-evaluating those resolutions 
that were so easy to make way back in 
January. 
 
We suddenly find ourselves facing 
unfulfilled commitments, wondering if it's 
too late for us to get back on track.  This 
challenge is not just common among 
individuals; it’s also common within 
congregations facing similar dilemmas as 
well.  In our congregation, mostly due to 
weather issues, expenses are running 
ahead of income.  On paper we look fine, 
but a significant chunk of our “balance on 
hand” is grant money specific to Stephen 
Ministries and Priceless Pancakes.  The 
same goes for our investment funds…a 
good portion of them are specifically 
dedicated to certain uses and building 
maintenance.  So, is it too late for us to 
catch up?   The good news is, no - it's not 
too late!  Scripture assures us that there 
is always time for us to start again.  In 
Acts 3:19, we are advised to "turn again" 
so "that the times of refreshing may come 
from the presence of the Lord".  So let’s 
continue to be encouraged and proceed 
anew with faith, remembering that there is 
plenty of time for all of us to get back on 
track - it's not too late!  Remember that 
our expenses continue even when the 
weather increases our bills and we can’t 
come to church. 
 
And, it is also good for all of us to 
remember that true Stewardship - 
including that of time and talents - is 
instrumental to discipleship and ministry. 
Indeed, it is often that more robust, life-
giving stewardship among our members 

that ultimately leads to commitments of 
financial support. 
 
Today we see more and more that donors 
want an active connection to the ministry 
work they are funding. They want a clear 
line of sight to the income and expenses 
of their giving. 
 
The Stewardship Committee has made it 
their new year’s resolution to report the 
church’s financial expenses in The Tie 
Binder.  The report will be easy to read 
and highlight income and expenses.  
Now, the report may not be in every issue 
but be assured it will be in every other 
issue.  If you have any questions, do not 
hesitate to contact any session member.  
We will be more than happy to discuss 
the report with you. 
 
JANUARY 2015 
Beginning Balance   $10,958.68 
Deposits                        6,306.10 
Subtotal                     $17,264.78 
Checks Written       (12,166.93) 
Automatic Withdrawals   (335.83) 
Ending Book Balance  $ 4,762.02 
Deposits in Transit           (200.00) 
Outstanding Checks       4,424.35 
Ending Bank Balance  $ 8,986.37 
 
We thank you for your financial support 
and for allowing us to continue God’s 
work through your gifts. 
 
                        ~Marti Zeek 
                          Stewardship Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First United Presbyterian Church 

Presents A Free 

 

Watch 

                       

“MALEFICENT” 

For Free With The Whole Family 

Saturday, April 11th 2015 

At 6:30pm 

In The Community Room 

Free Popcorn 

Candy 

Free Drinks 

Fun 

*Come with 
Your Sleeping 
Bags/Blankets 
Or a Comfortable/Camp 
Chair To Sit On. 
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◄ February ~ March 2015 ~ April ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
Lord’s Supper  

 

Coffee Hour: 

Bruce/Laura King 

Christian/Krystal King 

2  
Dartball @ Bethlehem 

7:30pm 

3  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

4  
ASYC 

 

Bethlehem & OPV 

Community Lenten 

Service 7pm 

5  
Jim & Marilyn Dewyre 

60th Anniversary! 

 

 

 

Men’s Bible Study @ 

Church 7pm 

6  

 

7  
Stephen’s Ministry 

 

Music @ 11:30 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

@ 11:30 

8  

Daylight Savings Time 
Lord’s Supper 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Tom/Roberta Reiter 

Tom/Rita Sigler 

 

Dewyre’s 60th 

Anniversary Party! 

9  
Dartball home vs 

Nazarene 7:30pm 

10  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

 

Session meets @ 7pm 

 

11  
Pastor Miller 

Preaches/Presbyterians 

host OPV Community 

Lenten Service 7pm 

12  
Men’s Bible Study @ 

Church 7pm 

13  

 

14  

Music @ 11:30 

 

 

15  
Lord’s Supper 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Larry/Jean Reinhart 

The Eaton’s 

16  
Dartball home vs 

Salem Grace 7:30pm 

17  
Happy 

St. Patrick’s Day 

 

Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

18  
ASYC 

 

OPV Community 

Lenten Service 7pm 

19  
Mary Circle 

 

Men’s Bible Study @ 

Church 7pm 

20  

 

21  
Stephen’s Ministry 

 

Music @ 11:30 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

@ 11:30 

22  
Lord’s Supper 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Marcy/Dana Schmeltz 

Don/Marti Zeek 

23  
Dartball 1st week of 

tournament 7:30pm 

24  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

25  
 

OPV Community 

Lenten Service 7pm 

26  
Men’s Bible Study @ 

Church 7pm 

27  

 

28  
Priceless Pancakes 

 

Music @ 11:30 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

@ 11:30 

29  
 Palm Sunday –  

 Holy Week begins 

Lord’s Supper 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Jim/Rose Jones 

Alan/Betsy Trout 

30  
Dartball 2nd week of 

tournament 7:30pm 

31  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

Notes: 

Upcoming April Events: 

  Easter is April 5th. 

Sunrise Service 7:30 am 

Breakfast with Methodist 8:30 am 

Easter Worship 10:30 am 

Free Family Movie Night April 11th at 6:30pm! 
 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/February-Calendar/February-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/April-Calendar/April-2015-Calendar.html

