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Summer is upon us again, and I’d like to 
suggest a book for your summer reading 
list.  The Bible.  OK, yes, obviously.  If 
you do not now have the practice of 
reading the Bible every day, and working 
your way through it in a reasonable 
amount of time, you simply must begin 
this practice.  There are a multitude of 
Bible reading plans available.  Anyone 
who considers themselves to be a 
Christian must be “in the Word”.  It is 
indispensible to spiritual growth, it has 
been the practice of Christians since 
earliest times (see Acts 2:42-47 where 
the early Christians “devoted themselves 
to the Apostle’s teaching, aka our New 
Testament), and remains the main way to 
grow in the knowledge of God.   

 

But beyond that, most people do some 
“recreational reading”, and it behooves 
Christians to have at least some of their 
recreational reading be in the area of 
Christian faith.  So here is my suggestion 
for summer reading:  Miracles, by Eric 
Metaxas.  Eric has written numerous 
books.  Most recently he published a 

wonderful book on Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
the German Lutheran pastor during World 
War 2, who was involved in the plot to kill 
Hitler.  This too would be good summer 
reading, but I’m pushing for Miracles first.  
Eric is not your typical writer of “fluff, 
devotional stuff”.  He graduated from 
Yale, and hob-nobs with the likes of 
scientist Dr. Francis Collins, and 
theologian N.T Wright, who have been 
with him on his famous “Socrates in the 
City” event series in New York City.  The 
first half of Miracles is spent in defending, 
from rational and theological standpoints, 
the whole idea of miracles.  He 
demonstrates that they are clearly 
rational, and that they really do happen.  
In the second half of the book, Eric 
recounts miracles stories that he can 
verify because they come from 
eyewitness, firsthand accounts, from 
people he knows.  This is the fascinating 
part of the book.  There are stories of 
inner/emotional and physical healings, 
angelic visions and visitations, 
conversions that are exceptional, and 
various other categories of miracles.   

 

I’m recommending the book because it is 
all too easy for us Christians to become 
blasé’ about the existence of God, and 
take for granted His presence among us.  
This book has the great virtue of shaking 
us wide awake, and helping us to seek, 
and hope for the presence of God, with 
whom all things are possible.  Take it and 
read! 
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The real meaning of  
Memorial Day 

 

By Col. James Puchy (ret.) 

 Published May 28, 2012  FoxNews.com 

Memorial Day has come to signify the start 
of summer for many Americans and is 
often celebrated with cookouts, family get-
togethers, road races and concerts. But 
the real meaning of Memorial Day has, for 
too many Americans, gotten lost in holiday 
hoopla. 

Memorial Day was created as an occasion 
to honor those who have paid the ultimate 
price to ensure our freedom. It is our 
opportunity to stop and give thanks for the 
many who have died protecting that 
freedom. 

Many consider the 20th century to have 
been the bloodiest century in all history. 
Since the start of the 20th century, 
American service men and women lost 
their lives in seven wars and conflicts.The 
number of lives lost, injuries sustained and 
families impacted is staggering.  

During the last century, the weapons of 
war have changed significantly. Our 
nation’s enemies have also changed 
during the last 100 years.  

Yet, one constant during this time of 
change has been the presence of the Bible 
wherever our troops have been sent. 
That’s because, regardless of the 
circumstances of the battlefield, the cry of 
the soldier remains the same: God help 
me. 

The Bible and its message of foundational 
hope have provided comfort and 
encouragement to those facing the most 
unimaginable circumstances. And, while 
far too many were lost in conflict, many 
more soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines 
and guardians have faced the horrors of 
war as well as the challenges of coming 
home. When they face the hurdles of 
readjusting to civilian life, once again the 

Bible is there to bring comfort, hope, and 
direction. 

Since 1817, American Bible Society has 
been providing free Bible resources to 
America’s armed forces. More than two 
million New Testaments have been 
distributed just since 9/11/2001. 

God’s Word provides peace amid chaos 
and perspective when the world seems 
upside down.  

It also provides shared encouragement for 
those on the battlefield and loved ones 
back home. 

For those who give their lives for freedom, 
words from the Bible are often the last they 
hear in this world as dedicated chaplains 
hold their hands and honor their sacrifice--
even as they are making it. 

I have had the supreme privilege of 
comforting those on the battlefield by 
reading words of comfort from God’s 
Word. I have seen the peace that comes 
with the assurance of strength and 
courage offered by God. 

The widows, widowers and fatherless 
children of our American military family 
also cling to the Bible’s truths as they 
stand strong within the loss of their loved 
ones. As we remember the sacrifice of 
their heroic loved ones, let us not forget 
their own personal sacrifices. 

This Memorial Day, enjoy burgers and hot 
dogs with loved ones, but take a moment 
to remember those who can’t do the 
same.  

Remember those families who will have an 
empty seat at their table and the men and 
women who used to occupy it.  

One way we can honor their sacrifice is to 
continue to bring the comfort of God’s 
Word to those in harm’s way. Then pay 
tribute to these men and women by picking 

up a Bible and reading the words that echo 
on the battlefields of today and yesterday.  

Perhaps consider reading Psalm 91 aloud. 
Allow this unchanging hope to strengthen, 
encourage and bring peace to you on 
Memorial Day and every day. 

Col. James Puchy (ret.) served as the 
director of sustainment and information for 
the Army Chief of Chaplains at the 
Pentagon before joining American Bible 
Society in 2011. Founded in 1816, the 
American Bible Society exists to make the 
Bible available to every person in a 
language and format each can understand 
and afford, so all people may experience 
its life-changing message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxnews.com/archive/james-puchy
http://www.foxnews.com/
http://www.americanbible.org/
http://www.americanbible.org/
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June 2 – swim team and swim meets         
begin! 

June 7 – communion Sunday; graduate 
recognition Sunday. 

June 10 – session meets at 7pm 

June 21 – Father’s Day, Coffee Hour:  
The Deacon’s 

 

 
 
It is a fact known to every farmer that 
some part of every harvest must be given 
back to nature if there is to be a future 
harvest. Every crop is an increase of 
multiplication of the seeds that were 

originally sown. Tithing is a way of 
returning a portion of our harvest to the 
One who gave it to us. God shares His 
world with us. By tithing we share with 
God the fruits of our labors by helping 
others. Thank you for bringing your tithe 
to God’s storehouse to be used for 
the establishment of His reign among us. 
 
Tithing produces a spiritual transformation 
in a person since he or she is 
acknowledging that everything he or she 
has comes from God.  Tithing is putting 
God first in our lives. In effect, tithing is 

saying, "Thank you, God, for all the 
blessings you have given me." 
 
Many people think tithing is all about 
money, giving more money to the Church 
and to charitable causes. The most 
important thing for the tither, however, is 
the spiritual effect. Tithing helps establish 
a proper sense of values. Tithing helps us 
to remember that God comes before all 
else. 

 

Quotable 

Somehow or other the extraordinary idea 
has arisen that the disbelievers in 
miracles consider them coldly and fairly, 
while believers in miracles accept them 
only in connection with some dogma.  
The fact is quite the other way.  The 
believers in miracles accept them (rightly 
or wrongly) because they have evidence 
for them.  The disbelievers in miracles 
deny them (rightly or wrongly) because 
they have a doctrine against them.                        
                ~G.K. Chesterton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotable 

The Greek word for miracle is “simaion”, 
which means “sign”.  Miracles are like 
signs, and like all signs, they are never 
about themselves; they’re about whatever 
they’re pointing toward.  Miracles point to 
something beyond themselves.  But to 
what?  To God Himself.  That’s the point 
of miracles – to point us beyond our world 
to another world.   They are clues that 
that other world is not in our imaginations, 
but is actually out there….                                                                                                                     

                                       ~Eric Metaxas 

Priceless Pancakes 
Volunteers and pancake eaters 
are always needed.  Please 
contact Larry Tussing at (419) 
287-4991 for more information.  
We hope to see you there!   
 

English as a Second 
Language (ESL) meets at the 
Church every Wednesday at 
7pm 

After School Youth Group  
First and third Wednesday of 
each month.  If interested in 
helping, please contact Jim 
Miller. 
 
The Linen Closet 
Please contact Marti Zeek if you 
are interested in providing 
supplies for this mission. 
 
Flowers for Worship 
If you would like to provide 
flowers for Sunday worship, 
please contact Rosemary Vestal 
at (419) 354-2118. 
 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry  
Please don’t forget to pick up a 
few items for the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Please 
take items either to Pemberville 
Presbyterian or directly to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church to 
the mission room right inside the 
east door, opposite the 
fellowship room.  Thank you for 
all of your donations to the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Every 
donation helps! 
 
 
 
Happy is the generous man, the 
one who feeds the poor.                                     
                        ~Proverbs 22 v 9 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SERVICE 
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2015  
Bethlehem Luthern 
Preschool Graduate 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Makenna Schmeltz is the daughter 
of Marcy and Dana Schmeltz. She is 
a Bethlehem Lutheran preschool 
graduate of the future class of 
2028.  Makenna is looking 
forward to attending kindergarten 
and making new friends. Her 
future plans are to become a 
dentist. 
 

Congratulations Graduate! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 
Eastwood High School 

Graduates 

 

 

 

Caleb and Ben will both graduate 
from Eastwood High School on 
May 31st.   

Caleb will be attending Ohio 
Northern University in the fall.  He 
plans to major in Creative Writing 
and minor in Professional Writing. 
He will also be throwing shot put 
for ONU. 

Ben has decided to work for a year 
and then determine what his future 
plans are. 

Congratulations Graduates! 

 

 

Opportunities for 

Growth 
 

Let the word of Christ richly  
dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.                                              
                  ~Colossians 3:16 

 

Bible Study at the home of      
Barb Forbes Tuesday’s at 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday’s 
at the Church at 7pm 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 
each month at the Church 
11:30 am 

Mary Circle at the home of 
Marcena Brockbrader’s the 3rd 
Thursday of each month 

Music practice every Saturday 
at 11:30am.  Anyone who can 
play a musical instrument or 
wishes to sing on stage during 
service is welcome.  

Stephen’s Ministry meets the 
first and third Saturday 
monthly at 9 am.  
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◄ May ~ June 2015 ~ July ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

3  
 

4  
Men’s Bible Study at 
Church 7pm 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
Communion 
Graduate Sunday 

8  
 

9  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

10  
Session @ 7pm 

11  
Men’s Bible Study at 
Church 7pm 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

17  
 

18  
Mary Circle 
 
Men’s Bible Study at 
Church 7pm 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 Father’s Day 
 Coffee Hour: 
 The Deacons 

22  
 

23  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

24  
 

25  
Men’s Bible Study at 
Church 7pm 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

Notes: 

 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/May-Calendar/May-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/July-Calendar/July-2015-Calendar.html

