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This is the time of year when many folks 
start thinking and planning for summer 
vacations.  I know, it seems incongruous 
to think of summer vacation while its still 
winter.  But think of all the planning and 
organizing that has to be done, 
depending on the kind of vacation one 
hopes to take.  First, one must begin 
setting aside sufficient funds, which can 
mean some changes in lifestyle, 
depending on how much is anticipated.  
Then there are the reservations, maybe 
on airlines, maybe in hotels, maybe with 
an Outfitter, maybe with a resort.  As you 
all know, this can be time consuming!  
Then, there are more modifications to 
one’s behavior necessary, depending on 
the anticipated trip.  Some vacations 
involve getting into better shape.  When I 
go to Canada, I have to be able to carry a 
pack and a canoe.  So about now I begin 
walking every morning with a pack with 
some weight in it.  My point is that a 
relaxing and useful vacation often 
requires changes in behavior to get the 
maximum benefit.   
 
Our Christin life is not all that much 
different.  As Christians, we believe there 
is a new world, a new kingdom coming.  

Our true king, Jesus, will one day return, 
and set up His kingdom right here on 
earth, like it is in heaven.  Our ultimate 
hope is not in the clouds with harps, but 
right here on the earth, which we 
anticipate will be renewed and restored to 
its original pristine beauty.  The book of 
Revelation ends, not with all the saints 
going up into heaven, but with the new 
heavenly Jerusalem descending down to 
the earth.  Our hope is in the resurrection 
of the body, as the creed reminds us 
every Sunday.  The fullness of the 
Kingdom of God is experienced in the 
reunification of heaven and earth, the way 
they were originally intended.  The new 
kingdom, in the new city, in the new 
heaven and earth, with the once-and-
future King Jesus is our blueprint.  This 
earth now is “enemy occupied territory”.  
We Christians are called to live, not so as 
to fit in with the current dysfunction, but to 
live as citizens of the coming kingdom.  
The later chapters of the NT book of 
Hebrews are full of this hope.  So for 
example, “Let us draw near to God with a 
sincere heart, in full assurance of faith…. 
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for He who promised is faithful.  
Let us consider how to spur one another 

on to love and good deeds; and not give 
up meeting together (worship!), but 
encourage one another – and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near”.  
You see?  We live now as citizens of the 
kingdom which will one day arrive.  We 
are a “provisional sign” of the coming 
kingdom.  People should be able to look 
at us and see something different.  We 
are meant to change the world, but we 
can only do this by being the change we 
point towards, which is to say, becoming 
more and more like Christ.  Indeed let us 
consider how to “spur one another on” in 
this Way. 
 
 
 
 

A Message from Pastor Miller  

http://www.pembervillepresbyterian.org/
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5 ways to love someone who is 
acting unlovable 
 

July 28, 2014 by Dave Willis  
 
We all can be hard to love sometimes, but 
I’ve found that people usually need love 
the most in those moments when they 
“deserve” love the least. This true story 
below changed my life and my thinking 
about love and I believe it could do the 
same for you. 
 
My Aunt Laurie is one of the most lovable 
people you’ll ever meet. She has a 
contagious joy and her laughter fills the 
room from the moment she walks in the 
door. Even now, as I’m writing these 
words and thinking about her, I’m smiling. 
To know her is to love her, but she wasn’t 
always so lovable. In fact, there was a 
very dark time in her life when she was 
unrecognizable from the warm and joyful 
person she is today. 
 
Decades ago, she was addicted to 
heroin, she was a convicted felon and 
she was involved in a string of 
dysfunctional relationships with some 
dangerous men. If you were to meet her 
back in that season of her life, you would 
have probably passed by on the other 
side of the street. You wouldn’t have 
wanted to get to close. You may have 
shaken your head in disapproval and 
labeled her as a “junkie” or a “criminal,” 
and on the surface, your judgment would 
have been correct, but there’s always 
more to the story than what we can see 
on the surface. 
 
I’ll bet your perspective would change if 
you knew the rest of the story. She wasn’t 
always a “junkie.” In fact, the dark path 
that led her down that destructive road 
can be traced back to a single moment on 
a day that tragically changed her life 
forever. I was only five-years-old, but I 
remember the moment vividly. I 
remember it, because it was the first day I 
ever saw my father cry. 
 
Aunt Laurie and her family were enjoying 
a beautiful summer day out on the lake. 

Her daughter, Tina, was leaning          
over the side of the boat to look              
at the water below when she           
slipped and fell in. Her Dad,                   
my Uncle Dean, heard the splash        
and instinctively did what any             
father would do; he jumped in             
after his little girl. Neither of                
them knew how to swim. They                 
both drowned that day. 
 
A few days later was the kind of funeral 
you pray your family never has to 
experience. Dean and Tina were placed 
in the same coffin, and when my Aunt 
saw the body of her husband holding the 
body of her little girl, something inside her 
broke. It was the kind of pain no human 
heart could possibly endure. When she 
made the decision to put that needle into 
her arm for the first time, it wasn’t so that 
she could feel high; it was so she could 
feel numb. 
Now, does her tragedy justify her sin? No. 
But knowing her story changes 
something. Doesn’t it? 
 
It reminds us that hurting people in this 
world need our love, not our judgment. 
They need our support, not our 
condemnation. It was Mother Theresa 
who poignantly said, “It’s impossible to 
judge someone and love them at the 
same time.” 
 
So, how does this apply to your life 
and relationships? 
Here are a few principles to keep in mind 
when it comes to loving the “unlovable.” If 
you’ll apply these to your relationships, I 
believe you can be part of changing 
someone’s life in a moment when they 
may need it most: 
 
1. Don’t treat people the way they treat 
you; treat people the way God treats 
you. 
The character of God is to give love to 
unlovable people, and ALL of us have 
been unlovable people. His love makes 
all love possible. The more you love you 
love God, and the more you embrace His 
love and grace in your life, the more 
capacity you will have to give love and 
grace to others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Invest into people at strategic “low 
points.” 
Every financial advisor will tell you that if 
you want to maximize your investment on  
a stock, you need to invest when the 
stock is low, not when it’s high. Sure, 
there’s risk in investing at “low points,” but 
risk is just a part of life. When it comes to 
“relational investing,” I believe this same 
principle holds true. If you want to 
maximize your positive impact in 
someone’s life, don’t invest into the 
relationship only when the other person is 
on top of the world (high points). Give 
them your best when their “stock” is low. 
Serve them when they have no way to 
repay you. Be willing to rush into their 
pain and tragedy when everyone else is 
rushing out. You’ll be part of changing 
their life while also building a lifelong 
bond in the relationship. That’s real love. 
 
3. Expect nothing in return. 
This part is really hard, because we want 
everything we give to eventually be 
reciprocated, but that’s not always how 
love works. If you do good only to those 
who can repay you, that’s not called love; 
that’s called “networking.” Real love 
requires a willingness to serve someone 
even when they are in no position to 
repay you. Jesus did that for us and He 
calls us to do it for each other. 
 
4. Balance “tough love” with 
compassion. 
When someone we love is in a self-
destructive cycle and they’re a potential 
harm to themselves or to others, there 
may be times to show “tough love.” 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/davewillis/author/davewillis/
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Depending on the circumstances, this 
may require interventions or even legal 
action, but make sure you motives are 
always driven by a deep and abiding 
compassion for the well-being of 
everyone involved. 
 
5. Don’t quit on them and don’t let 
them quit on themselves.  
The Bible teaches that there is nothing 
we could ever do that could possibly 
separate us from God’s 
love (see Romans 8:38-39). God calls us 
to have that same limitless love for 
others. It’s a love that’s not based on our 
own strength; it’s made possible only 
because of His strength. Once someone 
realizes that you’re going to stick with 
them no matter what, it can transform 
their perspective, and ultimately, 
transform their life. 
 

 

 
Ephesians 4:2  
Be always humble, gentle, and patient. 
Show your love by being tolerant with one 
another. 

 
 
 

 

 

Feb 4 – ASYC  

Feb 7 – Stephen Ministry training 

Feb 11 – Session @ 7pm 

Feb 18 – ASYC, Ash Wednesday, Lent 
begins.  Lenten services at OPV (7pm) 
and Bethlehem (6:30pm) every 
Wednesday. Observe Lent together! 

Feb 21 – Stephen Ministry training 

Feb 28 – Priceless Pancakes 8-11am, 
Chili Cook Off and Dessert Bake Off 5pm. 
Bring a friend to both! 

 
 
Thank you, Deacons, for the beautiful 
Thanksgiving fruit basket.  I really enjoyed 
it.  And thank you carolers who bothered 
to stop in and bring cheer with their 
joyous singing.   Also, thank you for all 
the birthday cards!  What a lovely 
surprise! 

                            ~Betty Winters 

 

Thank You to all of you who stayed and 
helped de-decorate the church of the 
Christmas decorations. Your commitment 
of time and energy are greatly 
appreciated!                                               
                               ~The Session 

 

 

Installation of new Elders and Deacons 
took place on Sunday, January 11, 2015.  
Thank you to all Elders, Deacons, and 
Trustees for your time and dedication. 

Elders 

2015:  Sheila Swartz, Dave Wengert 
2016:  Rose Jones, Marti Zeek 
2017:  Larry Tussing, Shelley Bowlus 
 

Deacons 

2015:  Jim Jones, Ed Turk 
2016:  Rosemary Vestal, Diane Davidson 
2017:  Marcy Schmeltz, Annette Rideout 
 

Trustees 
2015:  Dale Fahle, Tom Reiter 
2016:  Marty Flipse, Ron Curtis 
2017:  Tom Swartz, Tom Bowlus 

Priceless Pancakes 
Volunteers and pancake eaters 
are always needed.  Please 
contact Larry Tussing at (419) 
287-4991 for more information.  
We hope to see you there!   
 

English as a Second 
Language (ESL) meets at the 
Church every Wednesday at 
7pm 

After School Youth Group  
First and third Wednesday of 
each month.  If interested in 
helping, please contact Jim 
Miller. 
 
The Linen Closet 
Please contact Marti Zeek if you 
are interested in providing 
supplies for this mission. 
 
Flowers for Worship 
If you would like to provide 
flowers for Sunday worship, 
please contact Rosemary Vestal 
at (419) 354-2118. 
 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry  
Please don’t forget to pick up a 
few items for the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Please 
take items either to Pemberville 
Presbyterian or directly to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church to 
the mission room right inside the 
east door, opposite the 
fellowship room.  Thank you for 
all of your donations to the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Every 
donation helps! 
 
 
 
Happy is the generous man, the 
one who feeds the poor.                                     
                        ~Proverbs 22 v 9 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SERVICE 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A38-39&version=NLT
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Eastwood High School 
Musical 

 
The EHS musical will be March 20th, 
21st, and 22nd.   This year’s musical is 
Peter Pan.   
 
 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for all the 
gifts you have given us:  
our lives, our loved ones, all that we 
have and all that we are.  
Most of all, we thank you for Jesus, your 
Son and our Redeemer,  
who came among us to show us the 
way to eternal life.  
Jesus was the perfect steward of your 
gifts, showing that complete trust  
in you is necessary, and that giving of 
self is a most important part of following 
Him.   
May the offerings of our time, our 
talents, and our material resources be 
made in the same spirit of sacrifice that 
Jesus taught us by His life and death for 
us. Amen 
 
The mission of the church is to build, 
form, and sustain disciples. The 
purpose of stewardship is not to finance 
the church's annual operating budget 
but to change lives. Giving is part of 
discipleship. Giving is part of our 
spiritual formation. When God breaks in 
upon a sufficiently prepared people, a 
new generosity emerges—one that is 
outgoing, joyous, spontaneous, and 
free. 
Let that generosity be you and me! 
 

 
 

I love you, O Lord, my strength. 

                            Psalm 18:1 

 

 

The Christian life is not a constant high. I 
have my moments of deep 
discouragement. I have to go to God in 
prayer with tears in my eyes, and say, 'O 
God, forgive me,' or 'Help me.' 

                                     ~Billy Graham 

 

 
 

Look Who’s Talking 
 
I would like to bring back the Look Who’s 
Talking segment in the Tie Binder but I 
need your help.  If you would like to see 
this segment return, please complete the 
questions below, sign your name, and 
turn the page into Kim Tussing.  Your 
help is greatly appreciated.   
 
Q.  What brought you to Pemberville? 
 
 
Q.  How did you first get involved with 
Pemberville Presbyterian Church? 
 
 
Q.  What do you wish other people knew 
about Pemberville Presbyterian Church? 
 
 
Q.  What do you like to do in your spare 
time? 
 
 
Q.  What is your favorite activity and why? 
 
 
Q.  What is your favorite season and 
why? 
 
 
Q.  What might someone be surprised to 
know about you? 

 

 
 

Opportunities for 

Growth 
 

Let the word of Christ richly  
dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.                                              
                  ~Colossians 3:16 

 

Bible Study at the home of      
Barb Forbes Tuesday’s at 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday’s 
at the Church at 7pm 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 
each month at the Church 
11:30 am 

Mary Circle at the home of 
Marcena Brockbrader’s the 3rd 
Thursday of each month 

Music practice every Saturday 
at 11am.  Anyone who can 
play a musical instrument or 
wishes to sing on stage during 
service is welcome.  

Stephen’s Ministry meets the 
first and third Saturday 
monthly at 9 am.  

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/b/billy_graham.html
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join us for our annual 

SOUP & DESSERT COOK-OFF 
 

Saturday, February 28th @ 5pm 

First United Presbyterian Church 

106 Pine St., Pemberville, Oh 

 

 

Is yours the best?    Everyone welcome! 

Bring your friends and family! 

Musical entertainment by Danielle Douglas 

Judging will be by cash voting*  

Prizes awarded in both categories! 

Rules: Must “pre-register”. 

Soup must be in a crockpot. Have desserts prepared in sample size portions.  
Please have your entries to the church by 4:30pm. Sign-up sheets are in the back of 

 the sanctuary and in the fellowship room or pre-register to the church at 419-287-3366. 
*All proceeds to benefit our Mission Fund. 
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◄ January ~ February 2015 ~ March ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
Communion 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Jim/Rose Jones 

Marcene Bockbrader 

2  
Dartball home vs.  

St. Mark’s 

3  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

4  
ASYC 

5  
Men’s Bible Study @ 

Church 7pm 

6  

 

7  
Stephen’s Ministry  

9-11:30 

 

Women’s Bible Group 

@ 11:30 

 

Music @ 11:30 

8  

Coffee Hour: 

Tom/Shelley Bowlus 

Tom/Diane Davidson 

 

9  
Dartball @ New 

Rochester 

10  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

11  
Session @ 7pm 

 

 

12  
Men’s Bible Study @ 

Church 7pm 

13  

 

14  

 
Music @ 11 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day 

 

15  
Coffee Hour: 

The Vestal’s 

The Applehans’ 

16  
Dartball @ Luckey 

Zion 

17  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

18  
ASYC 

 

Ash Wednesday 

 

Lenten Services: 

Bethlehem @ 6:30pm 

OPV @ 7pm 

19  
Mary Circle 

 

Men’s Bible Study @ 

Church 7pm 

20  

 

21  
Stephen’s Ministry  

9-11:30 

 

Women’s Bible Group 

@ 11:30 

 

Music @ 11:30 

22  
Coffee Hour: 

Jim/Marilyn Dewyre 

Ron/Linda Curtis 

23  
Dartball home vs. 

Nazarene 

 

24  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

25  
Lenten Services: 

Bethlehem @ 6:30pm 

OPV @ 7pm 

26  
Men’s Bible Study @ 

Church 7pm 

27  

 

28  
Priceless Pancakes 8-

11am 

 

Music @ 11 

 

Chili Cook-off/Dessert 

Bake-off 5pm 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/January-Calendar/January-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/March-Calendar/March-2015-Calendar.html

