
  
 

 

 

 

Tie Binder 
Pemberville 

Presbyterian 
Church 

 
 

   

PASTOR JIM MILLER                  WWW.PEMBERVILLEPRESBYTERIAN.ORG                     (419) 287-3366  DECEMBER 2014 

Every year at this time there is an 
undercurrent of lamentation.  In some 
circles, the lament is that stores begin 
Christmas advertising too early.  For 
some the lament is that radio stations 
play Christmas music too early.  There is 
lament that the season is way to rushed, 
way too frantic.  There is lament that the 
reason for the season is forgotten under a 
mound of silliness, sensuality, 
sentimentalism and materialism.  For 
some, the lament is nostalgic, a longing 
for the way we used to do things.  
Whatever the lament may be, the cure is 
Advent. Advent helps us live NOW, and 
prepare to live when He returns. 
Advent is a season of preparation. The 
word Advent comes from the Latin 
“adventus”, which means coming or 
appearance.   We in the Christian 
tradition prepare to do two things at 
Advent.  
 
First, we prepare to celebrate the first 
coming of Jesus Christ.  We do this by 
reminding ourselves of who Jesus was, 
and why He came.  We are reminded that 
Jesus was and is the second person of 
the Blessed Trinity, the Triune God of 
grace.  The wonder of Christmas is that 

this eternal God became a human being, 
in order to carry out His plan of salvation. 
The incarnation (God becoming flesh, a 
human being) was (and is) more than a 
technique, or an esoteric theological 
formulation.  It is, quite simply, the way 
God works. God incarnates because that 
is who He is.  This is also the way God 
continues to work, through His people.  In 
the same way that God works personally, 
person to person, the church is also 
called to carry on the work of the 
Kingdom.   We are reminded of how 
much we ourselves need a Savior.   We 
too are the people living in darkness, who 
need to see the great light; we too need 
to have peace with God announced to us.   
Jesus Himself brings that peace. 
 
Second, we are reminded that Christ the 
Lord will come again.  In Advent, we 
prepare for the second advent of the 
Christ.  This is why repentance is one of 
the themes of Advent.  As the Apostle’s 
Creed reminds us, Christ is seated at the 
right hand of God, and He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead.  Each of 
us will undergo a thorough-going critique 
of our lives. Romans 14:12 tells us that 
everyone will give an account of  

 
themselves to God.  Interestingly, the 
very next verse says, “Therefore, stop 
judging one another”.  Evidently one of 
the important aspects of how we will fare 
in the coming judgment at the Second 
Advent is how we treat one another now.  
Let us keep these things in mind as we 
enter the season of Advent, and not be 
distracted by things of lesser importance, 
which is just about everything else.  May 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in Him! 

 
 

A Message from Pastor Miller  

 

http://www.pembervillepresbyterian.org/


TIE BINDER PEMBERVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  2 

 

 

If We Only Had a Tree! 
by Jean V. Dickson 

 
Most fairy tales begin, “Once upon a 
time, in a land far, far away.” Well, this 
wasn’t once upon a time, it wasn’t in a 
land far, far away, and it wasn’t no fairy 
tale. 
It was nine years ago, in a blue house in 
rural Atlantic Canada. And, 
unfortunately, for me, it was very much 
true. 
Before I moved east, I had such high 
hopes of what life was going to be like 
after I graduated university with 
business degree. A better job. More 
money. So many things I could do for my 
son, Michael. 
When I dreamt I didn’t see castles in the 
clouds. Instead I saw a boy on horseback 
(a vacation at a dude ranch!), 
tantalizingly tender turkey piled high on 
a plate (money for entertaining!), and 
bows dancing, coaxing singing from 
sighing clouds (symphony season 
tickets!). 
So I worked hard and finished my degree 
in three years, not four. I had great 
grades and thought I would have no 
trouble getting a job. 
Well … it didn’t work out that way. 
In my case, disappointment followed 
disappointment. After a few months, my 
bank balance was about as healthy as a 
hydrangea bush accidentally watered 
with hydrochloric acid. Any green that 
was there had been burnt – ashes 
blowing in a brisk breeze. 
Humiliation became complete in a gray 
office populated by gray frowning faces. 
Frost was on the ground outside; it felt a 
full ten degrees colder inside. A number 
was called and I was handed an 
application by the disapproving 
receptionist. Welfare was the only 
option if I wanted to feed my 10 year old 
son. 
I didn’t only feel I was a failure, I knew I 
was one. About as successful as Donald 
Trump’s comb-over. 
I felt even worse just over a year later 
when I was still without work. And it was 
Christmas. Ho, Ho, Ho, Merry Christmas! 
My dream that year was of Christmases 
past. Christmases with tall trees, 
festooned with flashing stars of white 
and bright colored globes,  

shiny packages underneath.  
Family and friends abounding 
at the table laden with plate 
after plate of steaming fresh 
food. Laughter amidst the 
sounds of Christmas carols. 
Christmas – as I had 
known it in the past.Yes, 
I did have a few meager 
presents for Michael.  
I had gone without 
eating for three  
weeks so that I  
had the money to  
buy him something. 
I had even taken the Christmas 
decorations out of their boxes and 
placed them carefully around the 
unheated living room. But one corner 
stood empty. And that emptiness 
seemed to represent my own failure and 
emptiness inside. 
I didn’t have a Christmas tree. 
Now you may be saying to yourself, 
Christmas trees don’t cost a lot of 
money. You can get a cheap one for only 
$10. But $10 meant four cartons of milk. 
And that was a fortune when you only 
had enough money in your food budget 
for one carton a month. 
Seeing my own breath fog in the cold of 
our living room, I burst into tears. 
“Mom, mom, what’s wrong?” 
“All I wanted was a Christmas tree. Just a 
little one. I even prayed that someone 
would give us one. It would feel like 
Christmas if we only had a tree.” 
“Mom, mom, it’s okay. Why don’t go lie 
down, have a nap. You’ll feel better 
when you wake.” 
I lay down but I couldn’t sleep. I twisted 
and tossed, tossed and turned. And I 
cried some more. But then I heard 
strange sounds from the other room. 
I thought about investigating, about 
seeing what Michael was up to. But I was 
too exhausted to get out of bed. I pulled 
the covers over my head and tried to 
pretend it was all a bad dream. 
I must have slept because I woke up two 
hours later. I stretched and then 
stumbled to the kitchen searching for a 
glass of water. 
I didn’t make it to the kitchen. Because I 
saw tiny lights twinkling in the corner of 
the now-dark living room. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Behind me Michael exclaimed, “Mom, 
you don’t have to cry anymore. We don’t 
 have a Christmas tree - but look - we 
have a Christmas plant!” 
I rubbed my eyes to clear them, and I 
saw that while I had slept, Michael had 
strung tiny white lights on the tall, green 
umbrella plant. And then he had placed 
Christmas ornaments on its 
outstretched stems. 
That Christmas I learned that Christmas 
isn’t about Christmas trees and 
Christmas presents. It’s about love. I 
didn’t have money – or a Christmas tree 
- but I had a loving son who cared for 
me, who loved me. 
Yes, Christmas is all about loving sons. 
The love of my son reminded me that 
there’s another loving son. Like my son, 
he cares for me and he gives of himself 
for me. No, this other son didn’t give me 
a Christmas tree – or a Christmas plant - 
but he gives to me a far greater gift – the 
forgiveness that brings hope and joy – 
regardless of the circumstances. 
My wish to you is that you’ll learn from 
my lesson. You won’t make the mistake I 
did and think that Christmas is all about 
Christmas trees. Instead you’ll 
remember my story that Christmas is all 
about the gift of the son. 
Jean V. Dickson is a Canadian-based entrepreneur 
who puts creativity's ZING into training and 
communications. For more information on 
creativity and innovation, 
visit www.jvdcreativity.com and www.experientialexercis

es.com. Put some ZING into your corporate 
communications at www.powerpointjoint.com. For 
church zing, 

see www.fatsheep.org and www.worshipzing.com. 

http://www.jvdcreativity.com/
http://www.experientialexercises.com/
http://www.experientialexercises.com/
http://www.powerpointjoint.com/
http://www.fatsheep.org/articles/true/www.fatsheep.org/
http://www.worshipzing.com/
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Dates to Remember 

Nov. 30 – 1st Sunday of Advent; 
communion Sunday 
 
Dec. 3 – ASYC 3:45-6pm. 
 
Dec. 7 – Poinsettia orders due! 
 
Dec. 10 – 2:30 worship at OPV; session 
7pm at church. 
 
Dec. 17 – ASYC 3:45-6pm 
 
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve service 6pm 
 
Dec. 25 – Merry Christmas! 
 

Dec. 27 – Priceless Pancakes 
 

 

Senior Citizen Luncheon 

Eastwood Local Schools will hold this 
year’s Senior Citizens Luncheon at the 
Riverview Banquet Center at the 
Pemberville American Legion Hall on 
Thursday December 4th. Doors will open 
at 11:00 AM and lunch will be served 
at 11:30. We will have Eastwood High 
School musical ensemble “Encore” there 
to provide Christmas Music. Please call 
Glenda Obrien or Laurie Ruch at        
419-833-6411 to make your reservation.  

Please come and enjoy a day of 
fellowship with your friends and 
neighbors. The snow date will 
be December 10th. 

 

Priceless Pancakes 

Priceless Pancakes has never been a 
fund raiser.  We do not charge for 
breakfast.  While we do accept donations, 
we are serious when we say none is 
expected.  No one is watching to see who 
donates. 
 
While cash is not what Priceless 
Pancakes is about, questions about our 
financial situation is probably the most 
common question people ask.  My typical 
response is that donations and 
expenditures seem to even out over 
time.  I knew we weren't making money, 
but I also knew we weren't at risk of 
shutting down. 
 
Anyway, I recently saw the numbers for 
our finances as they stand year to date.  I 
was amazed at how well income and 
expenses match.  It seemed like the 
perfect time to share this with anyone 
who is interested. 
 
Year-to-Date 
Expenses = $1,821 
Donations= $1,886 
 
This happened with absolutely no effort 
being given to fund raising or spending to 
a budget.  We buy what we need when 
we need it.  People give if they want and 
are able. 
 
Coincidence that these numbers work out 
so well with absolutely no management or 
effort?  Doubtful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priceless Pancakes 
Volunteers and pancake eaters 
are always needed.  Please 
contact Larry Tussing at (419) 
287-4991 for more information.  
We hope to see you there!   
 

English as a Second 
Language (ESL) meets at the 
Church every Wednesday at 
7pm 

After School Youth Group  
First and third Wednesday of 
each month.  If interested in 
helping, please contact Jim 
Miller. 
 
The Linen Closet 
Please contact Marti Zeek if you 
are interested in providing 
supplies for this mission. 
 
Flowers for Worship 
If you would like to provide 
flowers for Sunday worship, 
please contact Rosemary Vestal 
at (419) 354-2118. 
 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry  
Please don’t forget to pick up a 
few items for the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Please 
take items either to Pemberville 
Presbyterian or directly to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church to 
the mission room right inside the 
east door, opposite the 
fellowship room.  Thank you for 
all of your donations to the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Every 
donation helps! 
 
 
 
Happy is the generous man, the 
one who feeds the poor.                                     
                        ~Proverbs 22 v 9 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SERVICE 
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Remember that we 
celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper 
every Sunday from 
Advent through 
Easter! 

 

Quotable 
 
Worship is the strategy by which we 
interrupt our preoccupation with 
ourselves and attend to God. 
 
The Devil’s usual mode of temptation is 
not to an obvious evil, but to an 
apparent good. 
 
  ~Eugene Peterson 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Card Mission 
project for Otterbein Portage 
Valley  

In a lieu of sending out Christmas cards 
to each person in our congregation, 
please put one card on the bulletin 
board and give the difference. Please 
put “Christmas Card Project” in the 
memo line on your check. What a 
wonderful mission to give to. 

 
 

 

  

Coffee Hour Schedule 

January – June 2015 
 
January 4–Don/Marti Zeek 
                  Tom/Sheila Swartz 
 
January 11–Dave/Ruth Wengert 
                    Peggy Jackson 
 
January 18-Marilyn Bowlus 
                   Jim/Pam Miller 
 
January 25-Congregational  
                   Meeting/Potluck 
 
February 1-Jim/Rose Jones 
                   Marcena Bockbrader 
 
February 8-Tom/Shelley Bowlus 
                   Tom/Diane Davidson 
 
February 15-The Vestal’s  
                     The Applehans’s   
                      
February 22-Jim/Marilyn Dewyre 
                     Ron/Linda Curtis 
 
March 1-Bruce/Laura King 
              Christian/Kristal King 
 
March 8-Tom/Roberta Reiter 
               Tom/Rita Sigler 
 
March 15-Larry/Jean Reinhart 
                The Eaton’s 
 
March 22-Marcy/Dana Schmeltz 
                Don/Marti Zeek 
 
March 29-Jim/Rose Jones 
                Alan/Betsy Trout 
 
April 5-Easter Sunday 
            No Coffee Hour 
 
April 12-Larry/Kim Tussing 
              Julie/Kelley Turk 
 
April 19-Peg Jackson 
             Tom/Diane Davidson 

Opportunities for 

Growth 
 

Let the word of Christ richly  
dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.                                              
                  ~Colossians 3:16 

 

Bible Study at the home of      
Barb Forbes Tuesday’s at 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday’s 
at the Church at 7pm 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 
each month at the Church 
11:30 am 

Mary Circle at the home of 
Marcena Brockbrader’s the 3rd 
Thursday of each month 

Music practice every Saturday 
at 11am.  Anyone who can 
play a musical instrument or 
wishes to sing on stage during 
service is welcome.  

Stephen’s Ministry meets the 
first and third Saturday 
monthly at 9 am.  
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Each year the 

Deacons help 

support this giving 

program to help 

many Eastwood 

children in need. 

When you pick up 

an Angel Tree Tag 

you brighten 

Christmas for a 

child. Watch for the 

Angel Tree in our 

community room 

coming soon. 

Instructions for 

what to give will be 

on the back of the 

tags as well as the 

date to return your  

gifts. 

 

 

 

           

Please donate to our 

 

 “Mitten              Tree” 

 

 
Help us help children at 
Eastwood schools by 
donating mittens, gloves, 
hats, and scarves to keep 
little hands and heads 
warm this winter. 

All donations will be 
hung on the Mitten Tree 
in the community room 
and delivered to the 
schools after January 4th. 

Thank you for 
your donations, 
                                                     
The Deacons 

 

 

“Every child needs a stable 
environment.” 

 

 

  

A Christmas Reminder  

Wise men still bring Jesus 

generous gifts.  We ask that you 

consider a year-end gift to the 

Lord out of the abundance that 

God has provided you.  Give a 

special birthday gift to Jesus since 

it is His birthday we're 

celebrating! 

 

____________________________ 

 

Happy Birthday, 
Jesus! 

Church bells ring-a-ling                                                                                                                                       
Angels sing-a-ling                                                                                                                                          

Happy Birthday, Jesus! 

Snowflakes ting-a-ling                                                                                                                                   
Sleigh bells jing-a-ling                                                                                                                                  
Happy Birthday, Jesus! 

All year long we wait                                                                                                                                                      
Just to celebrate                                                                                                                                                       

This Christmas morn 

Cuz we want you to know                                                        
We’re so glad you were born.                                      

So have a very merry  
Happy Birthday, Jesus! 
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2014 Christmas  

Red Poinsettia 

Order form 

 

Orders must be into Jim’s office by Sunday, December 7th. 

Costs of Poinsettias are $10 each. 

Proceeds will go towards our Mission Fund. 

Checks should be made to First United Presbyterian Church. 

Please put “Poinsettia” in the memo line on your check. 

Drop off at Jim’s office, or mail to: PO Box 126, Pemberville, OH 43450 

Your Name(s) as you wish it in the bulletin: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

                              Phone: ____________________________ Number of Plants: ________________ 

                             Amt. Enclosed: $____________________ 

In memory of: __________________________________________________ 

In honor of: ____________________________________________________ 

Plants will be in the sanctuary on Dec. 21st. through the Christmas Eve Service. Your poinsettia(s )may be 

 picked up after the Christmas Eve Service. Plants left after December 28th, will be given away. Thank you. 

 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who helped decorate our church.                                                                   

Your hard work has made the church look so beautiful this Christmas 

season.   

God’s blessing to you all, 

The Session 
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◄ November ~ December 2014 ~ January ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

1  
Dartball 

Vs Bethlehem #1 @ 

home 

2  
Women’s Group @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

3  
ASYG 

 

ESL @ 7pm 

4  
Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 
 

5  
 

6  
Women’s Group @ 

Church 10am 

 

Music @ 11am 

7  
 Communion 

Coffee Hour: 

Julie/Kelly Turk 

Ruth/Dave Wengert 

Poinsettia orders due 

8  
Dartball 

At St. John’s 

9  
Women’s Group @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

10  
Worship @ OPV 2:30 

Session @ 7pm 

ESL @ 7pm 

11  
Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 
 

12  
 

13  
 

Music @ 11am 

14  
 Communion 

 Coffee Hour: 

Pam/Jim Miller 

Kim/Larry Tussing 

15  
Dartball 

At Salem-Peace 

16  
Women’s Group @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

17  
ASYG 

 

ESL @ 7pm 

18  
Mary Circle 

 

Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 
 

19  
 

20  
Women’s Group @ 

Church 10am 

 

Music @ 11am 

21  
 Communion 

 Coffee Hour: 

 Peg Jackson 

 Diane/Tom Davidson 

22  
 

23  
Women’s Group @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

24  
Christmas Eve Service 

@ 6pm 

25  
Merry 

Christmas 

26  
 

27  

Priceless Pancakes 8-

11 

 

Music @ 11am 
 

28  
 Communion 

 Coffee Hour: 

 Rose/Jim Jones 

 Betsy/Alan Trout 

29  
 

30  
Women’s Group @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

31  
New Year’s Eve 

Notes: 

 

 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/November-Calendar/November-2014-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/January-Calendar/January-2015-Calendar.html

