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There is an old story about a man who 
traveled from town to town and staged 
dog fights with his dogs.  A very barbaric 
and undesirable thing to do, as Michael 
Vick found out.  But I digress; bear with 
me and the point of the story.  The man 
with the fighting dogs always seemed to 
be able to bet and win on the dog who 
would win the fight.  Someone asked him 
how he always knew which dog would 
win.  He answered, “Easy.  The one I fed 
that day”.  There’s a lesson there for us 
as Christians.  Most of us spend an hour 
a week in church attending to God and 
worship, (or an hour and fifteen or twenty 
minutes, if its communion Sunday, and I 
get hot on a sermon).  Some fewer of us 
go to Sunday School, which adds an 
additional 45 minutes.  Even fewer attend 
a small group for prayer and bible study.  
That works out to about two hours per 
week, more if a person has a “quiet time” 
of prayer and bible study each day.  OK.  
According to most polls and TV ratings 
folks, the average American watches four 
hours of TV PER DAY!!  Think back to the 
dog illustration.  Does it make more sense 
now why many of us are weak spiritually, 

why the world seems to be going to “you 
know where in a handbasket”?  Of 
course!  In Galatians 5 we’re told that we 
have a spiritual nature in Christ, and we 
have a fleshly nature, and that the two 
are in conflict.  If we spend most of our 
time watching TV (imbibing the values of 
TV culture), or listening to our favorite 
radio show host, or pursuing our favorite 
hobby, or working long hours, or whatever 
good or not-so-good things we do,  is it 
any wonder that we feel distant from 
God? 

Here is a suggestion I’ve made before: 
Aside from joining a small group for bible 
study, or coming to Sunday School, or 
(especially) beginning a spiritual practice 
like daily prayer/journaling, etc., aside 
from all that, why not pick up a good 
book?  Maybe a Christian biography, or 
even a work of theology, or even more 
challenging, why not read a classic 
Christian work, such as Calvin’s 
Institutes, or some of Luther’s sermons, 
or the Confessions of St. Augustine’s?  
There is a multitude of enriching, 
spiritually nourishing books from across 

Christian history, and summer is the 
perfect time to pick up something and 
read it!  Good heavens, I’ve gone and 
forgotten the most accessible, most 
modern author, C.S. Lewis!  Anything by 
him would give you much fodder for 
prayer and thought and conversation.  
So, like Augustine of old, listen to the still 
small voice inside you saying, “Pick up 
and read! Pick up and read”! 

Who knows?  If you devote time to 
reading Christian books, maybe you will 
change the world!  You will most certainly 
change YOUR world!   

 

 

A Message from Pastor Miller  

http://www.pembervillepresbyterian.org/
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August 2 – Communion 
 
August 9 – Community Service, Jim Miller  
preaches; Presbyterian provides pre-
worship coffee hour. 
 
August 29 – Priceless Pancakes 
 
Aug. 30 – Pastor Miller on vacation; Elder 
Rose Jones preaches 

Sept. 6 – Pastor Miller on vacation; Scott 
Muir preaches. 

 

 

 

August 2 Mallory Swartz 

August 9 COMMUNITY SERVICE 

August 16 Julie Gedert  

August 23 Chelsea Biesterveld 

August 30 Ruth Wengert 

 

September 6 Pam Miller 

September 13 Kim Tussing 

September 20 Mallory Swartz 

September 27 Julie Gedert 

If you are interested in helping out in the 
nursery, please contact Shelley Bowlus. 

 

 

 
 
The food pantry of Pemberville will be the 
pantry receiving the “Simply Give” at 
Meijers July 19 thru September 12. Cards 
can be picked up at the Lutheran Church 
between 10am and 2pm Monday thru 
Thursday or speak with Dave Wengert. 
You don't have to have a card to 
participate, but it makes it easier. 
 
Good Samaritan Food Pantry items for: 
 
July:   Tuna Helper 
 Chicken Helper 
 Canned Chili 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to the new members of our 
church: 
 
Andrew and Chelsey Biesterveld, and son 
Lincoln 
 
Jon and Nicole McIntyre, and son Braden 
 
Sherry Donnell 

 

 

Priceless Pancakes 
Volunteers and pancake eaters 
are always needed.  Please 
contact Larry Tussing at (419) 
287-4991 for more information.  
We hope to see you there!   
 

English as a Second 
Language (ESL) meets at the 
Church every Wednesday at 
7pm 

After School Youth Group  
First and third Wednesday of 
each month.  If interested in 
helping, please contact Jim 
Miller. 
 
The Linen Closet 
Please contact Marti Zeek if you 
are interested in providing 
supplies for this mission. 
 
Flowers for Worship 
If you would like to provide 
flowers for Sunday worship, 
please contact Rosemary Vestal 
at (419) 354-2118. 
 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry  
Please don’t forget to pick up a 
few items for the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Please 
take items either to Pemberville 
Presbyterian or directly to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church to 
the mission room right inside the 
east door, opposite the 
fellowship room.  Thank you for 
all of your donations to the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Every 
donation helps! 
 
 
 
Happy is the generous man, the 
one who feeds the poor.                                     
                        ~Proverbs 22 v 9 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SERVICE 
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SCHEDULE 
SEPTEMBER 

 
SEPTEMBER 

13 - Depot - Karen & Dale Fahle          
Tom & Rita Sigler 
 
20 - Marti & Don Zeek  
Marilyn Bowlus 
 
27 - Sheila & Tom Swartz                 
Marcy & Dana Schmeltz 
 
If you are unable to serve on your date, 
please trade with someone close to that 
date and notify Rosemary Vestal.  Thank 
You! 
 

An opportunity!! 

The Maumee Valley Presbytery is having 
a preaching class, for any member of a 
Presbyterian Church in our Presbytery.  
This will be an extensive, year-long class 
to train elders, deacons, and church 
members to preach and share the Word 
of God.  The end goal is to increase the 
pool of preachers available within the 
presbytery who can be called upon to 
supply pulpits in our churches.   

The cost is $25.00 per student 
(INEXPENSIVE!), plus the books you will 
purchase.  The course consists of 6 group 
sessions, plus working with a 
mentor/pastor (not your own!).  It is 
mandatory to attend all 6 group sessions 
though one absence is allowed), which 
are Sept. 19 (all must attend this first 
one), October 24, November 14, January 
9, April 16, and August 27.  These 
meetings are at the presbytery office, 
usually from 10am to 3pm.   

If interested, contact Rev. Barry Sweet at 
1-419-636-4208, or email him at 
barry506@firstpresbryan.org.   

I know many of you would be good at 
this!  I know many of you should be doing 
this!  Don’t listen to the voice of the Evil 
One saying, “OH I could never do that”.  
You can!  Please consider it prayerfully 
for the sake of the Kingdom of God. 

 

Pemberville Free Fair 
Pies Needed 

 
The legion is asking the members of the 
church for donations of pies on Saturday, 
August 15th.  The church receives a 
donation of $5.50 for each pie.  Following 
are helpful hints while you consider how 
many and what kind of pies to donate: 

1.  Pies must be at least 9 inches in 
diameter. 

2. No pumpkin pies please.  They 
just do not sell. 

3. Very few apple pies are needed.  
If making an apple pie, please 
make it a crumb-topped rather 
than two crust pie.  Crumb-
topped seems to sell best. 

4. No store-bought pies!! 
5. Cream pies are wanted!!!!!  

Homemade cream pies sell very 
well. 

6. Have pies at the legion tent 
between 9am and noon that 
Saturday morning.  Please be 
sure you get your name checked 
off the list when dropping off 
pies. 

7. The church is committed to 40 
pies.  The legion ran out of pies 
last year, so maybe consider 
baking an extra pie this year. 

Thank you for making this project a 
success for our community as well as our 
church.  If you have any questions 
regarding this event, please contact     
Jim Jones or Rosemary Vestal. 

 
 
 
 

Opportunities for 

Growth 
 

Let the word of Christ richly  
dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.                                              
                  ~Colossians 3:16 

 

Bible Study at the home of      
Barb Forbes Tuesday’s at 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday’s 
at the Church at 7pm 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 
each month at the Church 
11:30 am 

Mary Circle at the home of 
Marcena Brockbrader’s the 3rd 
Thursday of each month 

Music practice every Saturday 
at 11:30am.  Anyone who can 
play a musical instrument or 
wishes to sing on stage during 
service is welcome.  

Stephen’s Ministry meets the 
first and third Saturday 
monthly at 9 am.  

 

 

 

mailto:barry506@firstpresbryan.org
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Did Your Summer Offerings  

Go on Vacation? 
 
Summer is flying by here and before you 
know it, the Pemberville Fair will be here 
and then school will start for a lot of 
families.  The summer is an interesting 
season for the life of the church.  As 
families enjoyed vacations and took 
advantage of their kids being out of 
school, many churches find themselves 
closely watching their cash flow as the 
annual “summer dip” began to take place. 
Vacations, however, have a tendency to 
forget God and neglect His blessings to 
us. 
 
Some congregations experience a 
financial summer slump. Churches, 
however, never takes a vacation! This is 
the time of year that we encourage you to 
remain faithful in your giving to the church 
when on vacation.  And, as we all know, 
Christian giving is an ongoing activity of 
managing all things for God, God’s way, 
every day.  Church support should not be 
overlooked.  Giving should be embraced.  
Once it becomes a lifestyle, it will never 
be abandoned. The satisfaction of loving 
God by giving, and His response with 
bountiful blessings, are too compelling.  
 
God never intended anyone to “burn the 
candle at both ends”. God has no 
pleasure in “workaholic burnouts”. He 
commanded one day in seven to be a day 
of rest in order to protect people from 
overwork. Vacations are supposed to be 
extended times for rest and relaxation. 
Refresh yourself in God’s love and enjoy 
your vacation knowing that God wants 
you to be happy.   
 
As your Stewardship Committee, we think 
it is important to say thank you as often 
as possible to you who give endlessly of 

your time, talents, and resources. The 
programs and ministries of this church 
would not and could not operate without 
you.  Thank you for being faithful, for 
continuing the work of God and for giving 
the gift of money even while you are on 
vacation or just returning from one.  Each 
gift is a blessing from God’ a blessing we 
keep not to ourselves but pass on to 
others.  We do this through our Linen 
Closet, our After School Youth Group and 
our Priceless Pancake Breakfast, 
Stephen Ministries, our nursery program.  
With God’s guidance and His abundant 
love, we can keep passing these 
blessings on to others.     
 
We have also discovered a simple truth 
about ministry. Money is not the most 
important thing in our church but money is 
needed to keep God’s ministries alive and 
thriving.  We know God will provide but 
with summer activities underway, God will 
keep us busy.  Your continued offering 
during these summer months have kept 
God’s plans going and His blessings 
flowing.  Stability thrives with consistency, 
so whether you’re on vacation or at home 
on a “stay-cation” please plan ahead and 
drop off your offering at the church office, 
give in advance, or make up when you 
return. 

Many blessings and a memorable 
summer to all the servants of Christ! 

Your Stewardship Committee,               

           ~Pastor Jim Miller and Marti Zeek 

BALANCE IN 

CHECKING ACCOUNT 

AS OF 

JUNE 1 – JUNE 30, 2015 

 
Beginning Balance                $28,371.56 
Deposits                                        8,949.05 
Subtotal                   $37,320.61 
Checks Written                        ( 8,628.36) 
Automatic Withdrawals           ( 335.83) 
Ending Book Balance          $28,356.42  
   

 
 

Community Choir 
 

Do you enjoy singing?  Do you enjoy 
being part of something special?  Do you 
enjoy the company of others?  If so, then 
please consider singing in the choir at the 
Community Worship Service on  
August 9th.  There are planned practices 
and a volunteer Choir Director.  If 
interested in participating, please contact 
Pastor Miller for more information.  
 
 
 
The best and most beautiful things in the 
world cannot be seen or even touched - 
they must be felt with the heart. 
 
                                         ~Helen Keller 
 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to our brothers and sisters at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church for their 
$250 donation to Pricless Pancakes.  
Your support of this ministry is greatly 
appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

http://saveyourchurchmoney.com/blog/2011/06/17/dont-let-your-offerings-go-on-vacation/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/helen_keller.html
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◄ July ~ August 2015 ~ September ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  

Women’s Group @ 

Church 10am 

2  

Communion 

Nursery: 

Mallory Swartz 

3  

 

4  

Bible Study @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

5  

 

6  

Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

7  

 

8  

 

9  

Community Service 

 Pastor Miller   

 preaches 

10  

 

11  

Bible Study @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

12  

 

 

 

Free Fair 

13  

Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

 

Free Fair 

14  

 

 

 

Free Fair 

15  

Women’s Group @ 

Church 10am 

 

Free Fair – Pies 

due between 9-12 

16  

Nursery: 

Julie Gedert 

17  

 

18  

Bible Study @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

19  

 

20  

Mary Circle @ 

1:30pm 

Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

21  

 

22  

 

23  

Nursery: 

Chelsea Biesterveld 

24  

 

25  

Bible Study @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

26  

 

27  

Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

28  

 

 

 

EHS Football vs 

Start 7pm 

29  

Priceless 

Pancakes 

30  

 Elder Rose Jones 

preaches 

Nursery: 

Ruth Wengert 

31  

 

Notes: 

More Calendar: Sep, Oct, PDF Calendar 

 
 

http://www.wincalendar.com/July-Calendar/July-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/September-Calendar/September-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/September-Calendar/September-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/October-Calendar/October-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/2015-Calendar-PDF

