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Next week is Holy Week, which means 
that Easter is upon us.  I am always 
amazed at the number of things with 
which Easter is associated, which have 
nothing to do with the resurrection of 
Jesus.  Similarly, I am amazed at the 
simple facts of the resurrection of Jesus 
of which many are ignorant.  

First, here are some things which have 
nothing to do with Easter:  Easter 
bunnies.  Don’t get me wrong, I have 
nothing against bunnies; indeed I like 
them, properly marinated and prepared 
(the same goes for Easter chicks, once 
they are fully grown).  Ditto for Easter 
eggs, and hunting for them, when fried 
and accessorized with a side of bacon.  
Easter bonnets too are a vexation to the 
spirit.  All of these things, and more you 
can think of, are usually associated with 
the new life of spring, and fertility, and in 
the dim past, pagan celebrations of 
spring.  They have nothing to do with the 
Christian celebration of Easter.  I shall 
have to write an Easter version of 
Dicken’s A Christmas Carol, so people 

have a “bah humbug” character to 
associate with me at this time of year. 

Obviously, Easter is all about the 
Christian celebration of the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead.  I am equally 
dismayed by the general lack of 
knowledge of the basic facts of the “in 
space and time” nature of the 
resurrection.  Below is an outline of a few 
reasons to believe the resurrection to be 
historical fact: 

a) Jesus died and was buried in a 
tomb – attested by extra biblical 
sources. 

b) The tomb was found to be empty 
– also attested by outside 
authority. 

c) On different occasions, and 
under various circumstances, 
Jesus appeared to many 
different people, some of whom 
were not believers. 

d) The original disciples suddenly 
and sincerely came to believe 
that Jesus was risen from the 
dead despite their having every 
predisposition to the contrary.  

Read more: 
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/is
-there-historical-evidence-for-
the-resurrection-of-jesus-the-
craig-ehrman#ixzz3VE2dPapY 

It is important to keep first things first:  
Easter is about the resurrection of Jesus.  
There is plenty of historical research 
which gives credible reasons to believe 
this.  We Christians have a responsibility 
to be able to give answers for the faith we 
have.  As we approach Easter, lets 
remember, and worship, in reverence and 
awe! 

 

 
 

A Message from Pastor Miller  

http://www.pembervillepresbyterian.org/
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The Glory of Easter 

Written by Richard (Dick) Innes 

It was just before midnight on April 14th, 1912 
when the HMS Titanic, on her maiden voyage 
from England to the United States, struck an 
iceberg in the icy waters off the Atlantic. 
Within two-and-a-half hours the then largest 
ship afloat—a ship claimed to be 
unsinkable—had plunged to the bottom of the 
ocean. All but 705 of the nearly 2200 
passengers and crew aboard perished. 

The builders of this luxury liner were so 
confident of her sea-worthiness that they only 
provided sufficient lifeboats to accommodate 
half of the passengers and crew. And these 
were mostly as window dressing. There had 
been no lifeboat drill or any kind of emergency 
exercises; consequently, when disaster 
struck, there was total chaos. The following is 
how one reporter pieced together the story of 
that tragic night. 

"In the panic and confusion that reigned in the 
early hours of April 15, orders were 
misunderstood, mistakes were made, fights 
broke out; some boats were launched with no 
one aboard but a handful of the ship's crew, 
and a few were even launched empty. Most, 
however, were jammed with women and 
children, and had just enough crew to handle 
the boat safely. 

Like the dying breath of some 
immense wounded beast, the gigantic 

ship slid beneath the surface.  

"The boat crews rowed hard to put as much 
distance as possible between themselves and 
the area of the vortex that would be formed 
when the liner went down. While those in the 
boats watched, appalled, the ship tilted 
steadily toward the vertical. At 2:20 AM, with a 
great moaning sigh as the remaining airspace 
was displaced by water, a sigh which 
survivors would later describe as sounding 
like the dying breath of some immense 
wounded beast, the gigantic ship slid beneath 
the surface. In the eerie silence that followed, 
all that could be heard were muffled sobs of 
grief from the boats, and the faint cries for 
help uttered by the few who had had strength 
enough to jump off and swim away from the 
ship. 

"On one such boat, those aboard could hear 
the pleas for help from a man quite near in the 

water. The crewmen warned him off, saying 
that the boat was in danger of swamping as it 
was, and that they would not put everyone at 
further risk by trying to pull him in. As his 
voice became weaker, his strength ebbing 
away in the icy water, one woman near the 
bow decided she could not sit silently  
listening as he perished. 'Oh, please,' she 
cried, 'can we who have been spared by the 
merciful hand of God turn our backs on one 
who needs rescue as much as we? For God's 
sake, let us take him in!' 

"Reluctantly, the crewmen gave in, and ever 
so carefully pulled the man into the boat, 
where he lay, exhausted and shivering, at 
their feet."1 

As the morning light shattered the darkness of 
the tragic night before, the people in the 
lifeboats were greatly relieved and overjoyed 
to see the Carpathia which had sped to their 
rescue when they heard the distress signal 
from the sinking Titanic. However, none were 
as grateful and overcome with emotion as 
those in the lifeboat who had reluctantly 
rescued the swimmer who cried for help. To 
their utter amazement they discovered that 
the man they had saved—the man for whom 
the woman in the bow plead—was none other 
than her own husband! 

It is difficult to comprehend how the 
owners of the Titanic were under such a 
delusion that nothing could go wrong. 
Little did they or the crew and passengers 
know when they boarded the ship with 
such excitement and confidence as they 
set sail for North America that they were 
headed for such a disaster. 

What could be more tragic in life to live 
under the delusion that we are on a joy 
ride and all the while be headed for a 
disastrous end? 

The fact is many of us are. This is 
especially so when it comes to the most 
important issue in life: preparation for 
death. Many live as if death ended all, or 
they live with the unsubstantiated hope 
that if there is life beyond death that 
somehow they will deserve to go to God's 
heaven. However, like the owners of the 
Titanic, they make no preparation for 
what lies ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus said that people who lived only for 
this life without preparation for the after 
life were extremely foolish. In one of his 
poignant parables he called one such 
man a fool warning him that that night his 
soul would be required of him,2 after 
which he would stand before the 
judgment of God.3 

It can be difficult to believe this because 
we haven't seen or experienced it for 
ourselves. We can have misgivings about 
God, too, because we haven't seen or 
experienced him or his angels. One 
reason we can't see them is because they 
exist outside our four dimensional world. 
Interestingly, scientists now tell us that 
there are at least seven other dimensions 
in the universe. What dimensions God 
and angels live in we don't know. All we 
know is that they aren't limited to the 
world in which you and I live. 

One reason we can't see them 
[God or angels] is because they exist 

outside our four dimensional world.  

God and angels have appeared in our 
world in some form to people at various 
times. But when the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, came to earth 2,000 years ago, he 
wasn't an apparition. He came in the flesh 
being born as a babe. He came because 
he knew we were headed for a horrific 
disaster—a lost eternity headed for the 
place prepared for the devil and his 
demons, hell, or what John the Baptist 
called "the wrath to come!"4The Bible 
calls this wrath eternal death which is not 
the end of all, but the end of life as we 
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know it. It is eternal separation or 
disconnection from God, the author of all 
love and life. In other words, hell is "living" 
death! 

The fact that we are all sinners is what 
disconnects us from God. But because 
God so loved us, Jesus came to die on 
the cross in our place to pay the ransom 
price for our sinfulness—death! He did 
this on that first Easter season Good 
Friday so we could receive the gift of 
forgiveness and be saved from the wrath 
or hell that lies ahead for all who haven't 
put their life right with God. 

The late Vance Havner said, "God isn't 
out to save the world. The world's a 
gonner. It's a sinking ship. God is in the 
business of saving people out of the 
world—from the sinking ship." 

Like the man who was rescued by his 
wife after the sinking of the Titanic, God 
wants to save you too. All you need to do 
is admit to him that you are a sinner, that 
you believe Jesus died on the cross for 
your sins, ask him to forgive you, and 
invite him (Jesus) into your heart and life 
as your personal Lord and Savior. That's 
all it takes. As the Apostle Paul said to his 
jailer, "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and you will be saved!"  

 1. Quoted from a letter by Michael 
Rowland of The People Place, Claremont, 
California.    
2. See Luke 12:20.    
3. See Hebrews 9:27.    
4. Luke 3:7. 5. Acts 16:31. 

Lenten Service at OPV 

Thank you for all the support and cookie 
donations.        ~The Deacons 

 

 

 

 

 

March 29 – Palm Sunday 

March 30 – Holy Monday, Morning 
Worship @ Bethlehem 7:00am 

March 31 – Holy Tuesday, Morning 
Worship @ Bethlehem 7:00am 

April 1 – Holy Wednesday, Morning 
Worship @ Bethlehem 7:00am 

April 2 – Maundy Thursday, worship @ 
7pm  

April 3 – Good Friday, worship @ OPV 
2:00pm; Bethlehem @ 11:00am and 
7:00pm; SonFire By The River @ 7pm 

April 4 – Great Vigil of Easter, Bethlehem 
at 7pm 

April 5 – Easter Sunday, Sunrise Service 
with Methodist at 7:30am, breakfast 
follows, No adult Sunday School Worship 
at 10:30am 

April 11 – Family Movie Night 

April 15 – ASYG, Tax Day! 

April 25 – Priceless Pancakes turns 2!  
Pool sign-ups 9-noon. 

 

 

Pastor Miller’s Sermons On-Line 

Just a reminder that if you miss a Sunday 
sermon, you can watch it on-line at 
www.pembervillepresbyterian.org. Go to 
that website and click on sermon, then 
click on sermon link and choose the 
sermon you missed. 

. 

 

Priceless Pancakes 
Volunteers and pancake eaters 
are always needed.  Please 
contact Larry Tussing at (419) 
287-4991 for more information.  
We hope to see you there!   
 

English as a Second 
Language (ESL) meets at the 
Church every Wednesday at 
7pm 

After School Youth Group  
First and third Wednesday of 
each month.  If interested in 
helping, please contact Jim 
Miller. 
 
The Linen Closet 
Please contact Marti Zeek if you 
are interested in providing 
supplies for this mission. 
 
Flowers for Worship 
If you would like to provide 
flowers for Sunday worship, 
please contact Rosemary Vestal 
at (419) 354-2118. 
 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry  
Please don’t forget to pick up a 
few items for the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Please 
take items either to Pemberville 
Presbyterian or directly to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church to 
the mission room right inside the 
east door, opposite the 
fellowship room.  Thank you for 
all of your donations to the Good 
Samaritan Food Pantry.  Every 
donation helps! 
 
 
 
Happy is the generous man, the 
one who feeds the poor.                                     
                        ~Proverbs 22 v 9 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SERVICE 

 

http://www.pembervillepresbyterian.org/
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Just 
Pancakes 
 
If you are 

interested in volunteering at Just 
Pancakes on Saturday, May 2, 2015, 
please be at the Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church by 7:30am that day.  If you have 
never volunteered at Just Pancakes, it 
is a fulfilling experience and worth your 
time. 
 
 

 
Priceless Pancakes 

2nd Anniversary! 
 
It’s hard to believe, but April will be 
Priceless Pancakes’ 2 year anniversary.  
We will be celebrating during April’s 
breakfast on April 25th.  We hope 
everyone can come and bring a friend. 

Thank you to all the volunteers!  Did I 
mention THANK YOU to all the 
volunteers?!?!?  THANK YOU! 

Some days have been overstaffed and 
boring.  Some days have been 
understaffed and overwhelming.  Some 
days have been just right and a lot of 
fun.  This is the nature of an all-
volunteer staff.  Yet people seem to 
realize this and keep coming to help. 

EVERY month we have had incredible 
people step up on a Saturday morning 
to serve pancakes to their neighbors.  
Whether you have helped once or are a 
regular, you have been the most 
important part of this ministry.  THANK 
YOU!!!  Priceless Pancakes doesn’t 
exist without people.  You are what 
makes them Priceless. 

Also, without someone to serve, Priceless 
Pancakes is over.  THANK YOU to all the 
people who come out to eat and spend 
time with their neighbors and friends.  
Some of our visitors don’t really care 
about the pancakes at all, they just want 
to be around people.  They have told me 
so.  Thank you to everyone who has 
come to eat breakfast and share a 
friendly word with someone who may be 
lonelier that you know.  Do not 
underestimate your contribution.   

We’d love to see you on the 25th!  Bring a 
friend if you can! 

And………THANK YOU! 

 

 
 

 
Quotable 

 
“Jesus's resurrection is the beginning of 
God's new project not to snatch people 
away from earth to heaven but to colonize 
earth with the life of heaven. That, after 
all, is what the Lord's Prayer is about.” 

“...left to ourselves we lapse into a kind of 
collusion with entropy, acquiescing in the 
general belief that things may be getting 
worse but that there's nothing much we 
can do about them. And we are wrong. 
Our task in the present...is to live as 
resurrection people in between Easter 
and the final day, with our Christian life, 
corporate and individual, in both worship 
and mission, as a sign of the first and a 
foretaste of the second.”   

"The message of Easter is that God's new 
world has been unveiled in Jesus Christ 
and that you're now invited to belong to 
it.”    

                              -N.T. Wright 

 

 

Opportunities for 

Growth 
 

Let the word of Christ richly  
dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.                                              
                  ~Colossians 3:16 

 

Bible Study at the home of      
Barb Forbes Tuesday’s at 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday’s 
at the Church at 7pm 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 
each month at the Church 
11:30 am 

Mary Circle at the home of 
Marcena Brockbrader’s the 3rd 
Thursday of each month 

Music practice every Saturday 
at 11:30am.  Anyone who can 
play a musical instrument or 
wishes to sing on stage during 
service is welcome.  

Stephen’s Ministry meets the 
first and third Saturday 
monthly at 9 am.  
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STEWARDSHIP 
 
Stewardship is a big word that simply 
means the management of something 
important.  Biblical Stewardship involves 
us managing that which God has given to 
us.   When we speak of stewardship, we 
are not only speaking of tithing (giving 
1/10 of our money to God), we are also 
talking about our time.  Stewardship of 
our money is very important.  Leviticus 
27:30 tells us that “A tithe of everything 
from the land, whether grain from the soil 
or fruit from the trees, belongs to the 
Lord; it is holy to the Lord.” 

God commands us to give back to him 
financially; however, how we use our time 
is just as important.  We must never put 
anything before God.  It is important to 
give of our time just as we give of our 
money.  Our time should be spent doing 
things that have eternal value more than 
things that don’t.  It is okay to do   and 
have fun things like buying the newest 
cell phone, or traveling a lot or purchasing 
a new car every two years, but we should 
not let these activities become more 
important than doing things for God.  We 
must do our best to keep our time 
balanced between “other” things and the 
things of God.   He deserves our very 
best – whether time or money, and we 
should strive to be good stewards of what 
he has given us.  

 

 
 

COOK-OFF WINNERS 

ANNOUNCED! 

The First United Presbyterian Church 
is pleased to announce the winners 
of our annual Soup and Dessert 
Cook-Off, held February 28th. With 
about 65 in attendance the evening 
was full of the tastiest soups and 
dessert you ever wanted to eat.   

There was great deliberation with 11 
soups and 7 desserts being awarded 
a judging vote, which was done by 
monetary voting. All proceeds go to 
benefit the churches mission fund. 
The first place winner for the Soup 
Cook-Off was Travis Ford for his 
delicious chili. Marcy Schmeltz 
placed second and third place went 
to Jane Garling.  For the Dessert 
Cook-Off portion of the event, first 
place went to Linda Curtis with her 
peanut butter chocolate dessert. 
Second place was awarded to 
Corinne Anderson and Marilyn 
Dewyre took third place.  

Danielle Douglas from Leipsic, Ohio 
was our musical entertainment for 
the evening. She definitely is an up 
and coming talent. 

Thank you all for making this a 
successful event!   

 

 

 

First United Presbyterian 
Church 

Presents A FREE 

 

Watch 

                       

“MALEFICENT” 

For Free with the whole 
family! 

 
Saturday, April 11th  

At 6:30pm 

In The Community Room 

         Free Popcorn           
Candy 

                            Drinks  
                              Fun 

 

*Bring a comfortable camp chair 
or blanket to sit on. 
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+ Holy Week in Pemberville + 
March 29—April 5, 2015 

As Christians, we believe the Good News about the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most important message we have. 

As the churches of Pemberville, 
we cordially invite you to worship during Holy Week. 

Palm Sunday + March 29 
Pemberville United Methodist      First United Presbyterian      Bethlehem Lutheran      SonFire By the River 
Corner of Maple and Perry          106 Perry St.                         220 Cedar St.                222 E. Front St. 
Worship 11 am                             Worship 10:30 am                Worship 9 am / 5 pm     Worship 10:30 am 
 

Holy Monday + March 30 + Morning Worship at 7 am 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 220 Cedar Street 
 

Holy Tuesday + March 31 + Morning Worship at 7 am 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 220 Cedar Street 
 

Holy Wednesday + April 1 + Morning Worship at 7 am 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 220 Cedar Street 
 

Maundy Thursday + April 2 
Bethlehem Lutheran                 First United Presbyterian       Pemberville United Methodist 
220 Cedar Street                     106 Perry Street                      205 Perry Street 
Worship 11 am and 7 pm         Worship 7 pm                         Passover Seder 7 pm 
 

Good Friday + April 3 
Bethlehem Lutheran                 Otterbein Portage Valley        SonFire By the River 
220 Cedar Street                      20311 Pemberville Road        222 E. Front St. 
Worship at 11 am and 7 pm     Tenebrae Worship at 2 pm     Tenebrae Worship 7 pm 
 

Holy Saturday: The Great Vigil of Easter + April 4 + Worship at 7 pm 
Bethlehem Lutheran, 220 Cedar Street 
 

Easter Sunday + April 5 
First United Presbyterian    Pemberville United Methodist     Bethlehem Lutheran   SonFire By the River 
106 Perry St.                      Corner of Maple and Perry      220 Cedar St.             222 E. Front St. 
Sunrise Service 7:30 am                                                    Worship 8:00 am 
Breakfast 8:30 am                                                              Breakfast: 9:15 am     Breakfast 9 am 
Worship 10:30 am               Worship 11 am                       Worship 10:30 am      Worship 10:30 am 
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◄ March ~ April 2015 ~ May ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
Morning Worship @ 

Bethlehem 7am 

 

 

2  
Maundy Service 7pm 

3  
Good Friday 

Services at 

Otterbein @ 2pm 

Bethlehem @ 7pm 

SonFire @ 7pm 

4  
Stephen’s Ministry 

9am 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 am 

 

Music 11:30 am 

 

Holy Saturday Easter 

Vigil @ Bethlehem 

7pm 

5  
Easter 

Sunrise Service 

7:30am 

Breakfast 8:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

No Coffee Hour 

6  
Dartball Tournament 

7  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

8  

 

9  
Men’s Bible Study at 

Church 7pm 

10  

 

11  
Music 11:30 am 

 

Family Movie Night 

6:30pm 

12  
Coffee Hour: 

Kim/Larry Tussing 

Julie/Kelly Turk 

13  
Dartball Tournament 

14  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

15  
ASYC 

 

Tax Day 

16  
Mary Circle 

 

Men’s Bible Study at 

Church 7pm 

17  

 

18  
Stephen’s Ministry 

9am 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 am 

 

Music 11:30 am 

19  
Coffee Hour: 

Tom/Diane Davidson 

Peg Jackson 

20  
Dartball Banquet @ 

St. John’s Stony Ridge 

21  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

22  

 

23  
Men’s Bible Study at 

Church 7pm 

24  

 

25  
Music 11:30 am 

 

Priceless Pancakes 

2nd Anniversary 

 

Pool sign-up 9-12 

26  
Coffee Hour: 

Jim/Pam Miller 

Ruth/Dave Wengert 

27  

 

28  
Bible Study @  

Barb Forbes 7pm 

29  

 

30  
Men’s Bible Study at 

Church 7pm 

Notes: 

Just Pancakes 

May 2, 2015 

7:30am  

Meet at  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/March-Calendar/March-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/May-Calendar/May-2015-Calendar.html

