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Two events have recently happened that I 
think bear some reflection.  First, I think of 
Dr. Tom Bowlus’s funeral and luncheon, 
both of which took place at Bethlehem 
Lutheran.  More than one person has 
spoken positively of this.  Some said that 
“this would never have happened fifty 
years ago”. I think I can say that it may 
not have happened twenty years ago, but 
we’ll leave that there. One person who is 
“not much of a church goer” said it would 
be very compelling if more churches 
could display this kind of consideration for 
each other, and work together on other 
things.  This is a change that is almost 
universally recognized as progress.  
Make no mistake, there are differences 
between Lutherans and Presbyterians, 
but those differences are now being 
placed in a broader context.  We now 
believe, correctly, that the things which 
divide us are of little consequence 
compared to the things (the Person) that 
holds us together.  What enables us to 
transcend the old ways?  Love of course.  
To love one’s neighbor is to fulfill the law, 
according to no less an authority than the 
apostle Paul (Galatians 5:14).  Love is 
spoken of in scripture as the cardinal 
virtue, the hallmark of Christian people, at 

least in theory/theology. Jesus tells us 
that anyone can and does love friends, 
but real love loves one’s enemies.  
Without love, all our professions of faith 
are a “noisy gong, a clanging symbol”.  
We don’t have to agree on ideology or 
theology to love one another. 
 
This brings me to the second event I 
wanted to reflect on, the recent General 
Assembly actions this past June.  
Specifically, an Authoritative 
Interpretation that says that where 
allowed by state law, Presbyterian 
pastors and churches can perform same 
sex weddings. There is also a proposed 
change to the Book of Order (which must 
first be approved by a majority of 
presbyteries) that redefines marriage as 
“between two people, traditionally a man 
and a woman”.  Of course many people, 
inside and outside the church, are divided 
on this issue, and both sides tend to 
castigate one another.  Might we not take 
a lesson from the grassroots here in 
Pemberville, and love one another across 
the divide of our differences?  I know that 
like many of you, I have people I deeply 
love and respect on both sides of this 
issue.  But the larger issue for me is what  

 
those outside the church think when they 
consider the claims of Christ.  Do they 
see division and slander and vitriolic 
vehement verbal exchanges?  Parting of 
ways?  Imagine what may be if we can 
stay together, continue to disagree, 
continue to love.  You may say I’m a 
dreamer, but I’m not the only one.  
Therefore these three remain, faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is 
love. 
 

A Message from Pastor Miller  

http://www.pembervillepresbyterian.org/
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Congratulations to Julie Gedert who 
received the George and Elizabeth 
Munger Outstanding Educator Award.   

George and Elizabeth Munger were 
both Perrysburg educators who were 
very generous and kind and wanted to 
recognize excellence in education. 

According to Dr. Beth Christoff, 
Principal for Toth Elementary, Julie is 
truly an excellent educator.  Julie is 
very deserving of this recognition for 
all that she has accomplished – both 
inside and outside of the classroom. 

She has taught for 28 years, the past 
21 of those years as second grade 
teacher at Toth Elementary in 
Perrysburg. 

If you ask any of Julie’s students 
about her, you will learn that she is 

adored!  She is loving, kind, 
understanding and compassionate to 
her students while also having high 
expectations for their successes.  
There is always laughter coming from 
her classroom. 

Julie has worked on many committees 
within the Perrysburg Schools.  She is 
looked upon as a true leader and is an 
integral part of the school district.  
Through her leadership, Toth 
Elementary has donated 

approximately $65,000 to the 
American Cancer Society over the 
past 12 years. 

Outside of the school day, Julie 
volunteers her time to tutor children 
and adults on a weekly basis.  During 
the summer, she stays busy working 
in the Migrant School program.  

Congratulations Julie! 

Thick Skin or Sick Sin? 
www.fatsheep.org 

 
The other day in my church the choir 
was discussing how they were going 
to get time to practice in the church 
basement before the Sunday service. 
The problem was that the space was 
being used by the Sunday School. 
And the Sunday School classes were 
going WAY over time - running 20 
minutes over time and leaving no time 
for choir to practice before the service. 

"You know," said one person, "the 
classes are only supposed to go until 
10:30. Years ago we used to ring a 
bell at that time to let them know that it 
was time to finish." 

"Great idea," said the choir 
leader. And then she appointed a 
choir member to ring the bell on 
Sunday morning, promptly at 10:30 
am. 

Come Sunday at 10:30, the classes 
were nowhere near finished and the 
choir needed to practice a difficult 
number. The person asked to ring the 
bell started doing it. A child, fascinated 
by the bell, asked if she could do it. So 
the bell ringer, a kindly person, 
handed over the bell. 

Ding, ding, ding, ding, ding. 

One by one the adult Sunday School 
members looked up. 

"Why is that child ringing that bell?" 
asked the Sunday School 
Superintendent. "I didn't say any bell 
could be rung!" 

"Well, my granddaughter wouldn't be 
ringing the bell if she wasn't told she 
could!" 

In jumped the original bell-ringer, 
"Why I did because she asked if she 
could ring it and we have choir 
practice." 

Off stomped the Sunday School 
Superintendent in a rage that she 
wasn't consulted, but leaving a parting 
comment with the original bell-ringer, 
"Who told YOU that you could ring the 
bell?" 

Congratulations 
Julie Gedert! 

  

http://www.fatsheep.org/
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The original bell ringer started to 
respond, "Only your daughter!" but the 
Superintendent was gone ... only the 
echoes of her feet stomping up the 
stairs remained. 

The male Sunday School members 
jumped in, saying, "Who do they think 
they are breaking up our Sunday 
School meeting?" 

And the person who was told to ring 
the bell retreated to lick her wounds. I 
imagine she asked herself why on 
earth she should even stay for the 
service. She left the church not long 
afterwards. 

Looking at this story, we might say, 
"Of course the Superintendent should 
have been consulted first. Of course, 
that poor woman who just did what 
she was told should have been upset. 
And of course, those fellows were 
upset that their class was being 
disrupted." 

Quite frankly, that is just excusing sin. 

We should be thick-skinned when it 
comes to other Christians - and thin-
skinned when it comes to sin. Too 
often, as in this case, it is the other 
way around. We are thin-skinned 
when other Christians supposedly 
offend us and thick-skinned when it 
comes to dealing with our own 
behavior and sin. 

How did these people act? Did any of 
these people demonstrate Christian 
love and forgiveness? Did anyone ask 
in a nice way, "What does the ringing 
bell mean?" Did anyone say, "I can 
see why that is important to you - why 
you need to practise (or ring the bell 
or study)?" 

No one did. Instead, each person in 
the story (with the exception of the 
child) responded selfishly - only 
looking at their own point of view. 

No one looked at the other person's 
view. No one looked with eyes of 
compassion. No one looked with love. 

Instead, each person responded: 
"How dare you do this to ME!" "How 
dare you infringe on MY rights and 
privileges!" "How dare you treat ME 
like this!" 

I may be criticized for being too strong 
and outspoken, but I see Satan alive 
and well in this situation, laughing 
because these Christians reacted just 
the way he would. 

What should they have done?  

What would Jesus have done? 

Let's see how the situation might have 
been if people responded with the 
fruits of the Spirit instead of the fruits 
of their own spirit. 

Ding, ding, ding, ding. 

"Little girl, what does that bell mean?" 

"I don't know but she," pointing at the 
choir member, "said I could ring it." 

"Choir member, what does the bell 
mean?" 

"It means it is time for the classes to 
finish up." 

"Why did you decide that the bell 
needed to be rung?" 

"Because the classes are supposed to 
end at 10:30 and they haven't been 
doing that ... and the choir isn't able to 
practice their songs as a result." 

"We didn't realize that we were 
making it difficult for the choir. We'll 
have to be more considerate in the 
future and finish on time." 

And if the Sunday School 
Superintendent was upset that she 
wasn't consulted, she should have 

gone directly to the choir leader and 
discussed the matter with her, instead 
of spiritually jumping on the bell-ringer 
and throwing punches at her. 

And that would have made a world of 
difference.

 

"If we claim to be sharing in His life 
while we walk in the dark, our words 
and our lives are a lie; but if we walk 
in the light as He himself is in the light, 
then we share together a common life, 
and we are being cleansed from every 
sin by the blood of Jesus his son ... A 
man may say, 'I am in the light'; but if 
he hates his brother, he is still in the 
dark." 

                          1 John 1:6-7 & 2:9 

 
"A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another, even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one 
another. By this all men will know that 
you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one another." 

                               John 13:34-35 

 

Look Who’s Talking 

Questions were asked of one church 
member.  After reading through the 
article, can you guess who the 
member is?  The answer can be found 
at the end of the newsletter after the 
monthly calendar.  And beware….you 
too will be contacted sometime in the 
future to answer questions! 

Q. What brought you to Pemberville, 
Ohio?   
A. My husband who was attending 
BGSU to complete his Master’s 
Degree got a job in the area. 

 
Q. How did you first get involved with 
Pemberville Presbyterian Church?   
A. Although we have attended and 
been members of several different 
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denominations – EUB, Methodist, and 
Mennonite – I think our main reason 
for joining the congregation of the 
Presbyterian church involved the 4 P’s 
- policies, practices, people, and 
philosophies of the Presbyterian 
church. 

 Q. What do you wish other people 

knew about Pemberville Presbyterian? 
A. The amazing commitment to 
service that so many members of our 
congregation embody. 

Q. What do you do in your spare 
time? 
A. Read, garden, sing, do Sudoku 
puzzles, considerable stretching to 
counteract this darn arthritis, and 
enjoy life.  

  

Q. What is your favorite activity and 
why? 
A. Activities with family and friends 
(especially when those activities don’t 
involve much work on my part); any 
day spent with my children and 
grandchildren is a Red Letter Day! 

  

Q. What is your favorite season and 
why? 
A. It’s definitely Spring. The landscape 
and weather hold so much possibility 
replacing the bleak days of March in 
Ohio.  I love to see the plants 
emerging from the formerly frozen 
ground, to hang the freshly laundered 
sheets on the clothesline to dry, and 
to put the winter coats away.  I get a 
special feeling of happiness when I 
see the crops starting to come up in 
the fields; perhaps that’s because I 
grew up on a farm.   
 
Q. What might someone be surprised 
to know about you? 
A. Although I’m terrified of heights, I’m 
actually considering a sky diving jump; 
hey, if G.H.W.B. can do it at 90, I can 
surely do it!. But probably without my 

older son’s accompaniment it will 
never happen, so don’t worry (in case 
you were thinking about worrying 
about me.)  
 

Have you been listening? 

Following are questions from the  
June 29, 2014 sermon. If you weren’t 
present for worship service that 
morning, you can watch the sermon 
by going on the web, typing in 
www.youtube.com and searching 
Pemberville Presbyterian Church.  
Then select the sermon titled “The 
Kingdom of God, center of prayer” for 
all the answers. 
Who is the new Moses? 

What is the heart of the Gospel? 

Is the Lord’s Prayer a prayer to make 
God Holy? 

What is the heart of the Lord’s 
Prayer? 

In the book of Revelation, what is the 
cross section ‘Thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done’? 

 
Pancreatic Cancer Walk 

 
The Lustgarten Foundation’s 
Pancreatic Cancer Research Walk will 
take place Sunday, August 17, in 
Pemberville. It begins at the fire 
station with registration at 12:00 and 
the start of the walk at 1:00 P.M.  The 
Miller and Eaton families have been 
directly impacted by this disease as 
have others in our church and 
community. We would welcome 
donations as well as fellow walkers. 
100% of every donation goes directly 
to pancreatic cancer research.  For 
more information go to 

www.lustgarten.org or talk with Pam 
or Jody. 

Tuscaloosa Alabama Mission Trip 
 October 26-November 1     
  Please contact Bob Curran at     
  curranbob@verizon.net for more  
  information. 
 
Priceless Pancakes 
Volunteers and pancake eaters are 
always needed.  Please contact Larry 
Tussing at (419) 287-4991 for more 
information.  We hope to see you there!   
 

English as a Second Language (ESL) 
meets at the Church every Wednesday at 
7pm 

After School Youth Group  
begins in September.  If interested in 
helping, please contact Jim Miller. 
 
The Linen Closet 
Please contact Marti Zeek if you are 
interested in providing supplies for this 
mission. 
 
Flowers for Worship 
If you would like to provide flowers for 
Sunday worship, please contact 
Rosemary Vestal at (419) 354-2118. 
 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry  
Please don’t forget to pick up a few items 
for the Good Samaritan Food Pantry.  
Please take items either to Pemberville 
Presbyterian or directly to Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church to the mission room 
right inside the east door, opposite the 
fellowship room.  Thank you for all of your 
donations to the Good Samaritan Food 
Pantry.  Every donation helps! 
 
Happy is the generous man, the one who 
feeds the poor.                                     
                                     ~Proverbs 22 v 9 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SERVICE 

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.lustgarten.org/
mailto:curranbob@verizon.net
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Mini-Relay for Life 

 
The Mini-Relay for Life to 
support the American Cancer 
Society took place on 
Saturday, July 12, at Otterbein 
Portage Valley. The day was 
filled with entertainment, 
refreshments, raffles and 
auctions, and lots of walking 
and time for fellowship. 
Probably the most moving 
experiences were at the 
beginning with the survivors’ 
walk and at the end with the 
beautiful luminaria. Thank you 
so much to everyone who 
contributed in some way: 
walking, working at our 
concession stand, contributing 
money and supplies, and 
purchasing luminaria. Our 
team, the Calvin Cavaliers, 
bought 57 luminaria. The 
money raised by the whole 
event was over $15,000. A 
special thanks goes to Sheila 
Swartz for planning and 
creating our tent with its 
concession stand as well as 
the items to be raffled or 
auctioned. All of us who were 
there had a great time and 
want to encourage others to 
join us next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities for Growth 
 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell 
within you, with all wisdom teaching 
and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.                                              

                     ~Colossians 3:16 

 

Bible Study at the home of      
Barb Forbes Tuesday’s at 7pm 

Men’s Bible Study Thursday’s at 
the Church at 7pm 

Women’s Bible Study Group the 
1st and 3rd Saturday of the each 
month at the Church 10am 

Mary Circle at the home of 
Marcena Brockbrader’s the 3rd 
Thursday of each month 

Music practice every Saturday at 
11am.  Anyone who can play a 
musical instrument or wishes to 
sing on stage during service is 
welcome.  
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Dates to Remember 
 
August 3 – Pastor Miller gone on 
vacation.  Elder Rose Jones will 
preach. 
 
August 10 – Community Service 10 
am at the exhibition tent on the tennis 
courts. 
 
August 17 – Pastor Miller on vacation.  
Elder Ron Boyd will preach. 
 
August 20 – session meets at 7pm at 
church. 
 
August 24 – youth Sunday School 
resumes during church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Puzzle 

 

The fun Say-What-You-See rebus puzzles!  Cunningly hidden phrases, names or sayings that are linked to the Bible in the 
boxes below. The answer can be hidden in many ways. It could be the size, position or direction for example. Sometimes 
you might need to do some counting or look at the shape, but all you really need to do is say what you see! Remember 
these Dingbat (or Whatzit?) puzzles are connected with the Bible. Have fun!! 
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◄ July ~ August 2014 ~ September ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
 

2  
Women’s Group @ 

Church 10am 

 

Music @ 11am 

3  
 Communion 

  Rose Jones preaches 

 

 

 Pastor Miller on    
 vacation 

4  
 

5  
Women’s Group @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

6  
 ESL @ 7pm 
 

 

 

 Sandusky Mission    

 Trip  

7  
Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

 

Sandusky Mission    

 Trip 

8  
 

 

 

 

Sandusky Mission    

 Trip 

9  
 

Music @ 11am 

 

 

Sandusky Mission    

 Trip 

10  
 Community Service at  

 10am Fairgrounds 

 

 Sandusky Mission    

 Trip 
 

 Pastor Miller on    
 vacation   

11  
 

12  
Women’s Group @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

13  
 ESL @ 7pm 

14  
Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

15  
 

16  
Women’s Group @ 

Church 10am 

 

Music @ 11am 

17  
 Elder Ron Boyd 

preaching 

 

 

 Pastor Miller on    
 vacation   

18  
 

19  
Women’s Group @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

20  
 ESL @ 7pm 

 

Session @ 7pm 

21  
Mary Circle 

 

Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

22  
 

23  
 

Music @ 11am 

24  
 

 Youth Sunday School  
 resumes during  
 Church 

25  
 

26  
Women’s Group @ 

Barb Forbes 7pm 

27  
 ESL @ 7pm 

28  
Men’s Group @ 

Church 7pm 

29  
 

 

 

 

Eastwood (home)  vs 

Toledo Start  

@ 7pm 

30  
 

Priceless Pancakes  

8-11 

 

Music @ 11am 

31  
 

Notes: 
Tuscaloosa Alabama Mission Trip 

October 26-November 1 
 

Please contact Bob Curran at 
curranbob@verizon.net for more information. 

 

Look Who’s Talking:  Roberta Reiter 

Answer to Puzzle:   
 Coat of Many Colours (Gen 37) 
 Noah’s Ark (Gen 7) 
 Forbidden Fruit (Gen 2:16-17) 
 Forgive and Forget (Heb 8:12) 
 Faith in God (Mark 11:22) 
 The Tree of Life (Rev 2:7) 

http://www.wincalendar.com/July-Calendar/July-2014-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/September-Calendar/September-2014-Calendar.html
mailto:curranbob@verizon.net

